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Application to host and operate
Ireland’s National Node of CESSDA
Arrangement period: 1 January 2027 to 31 December 2030
	Eligibility

	Applications are invited from Eligible Research Bodies. The applicant must identify the Eligible Research Body that will host and operate Ireland’s National Node of CESSDA for the full arrangement period.



	Submission instructions

	Submit the completed four-page application form and the separate budget annex together by email to erics@researchireland.ie by 4.00 pm on 20 November 2026. The four-page limit excludes the budget annex. Replace all guidance text before submission. Additional information such as this box can be deleted for space.



	A
	Applicant details



	Eligible Research Body
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Lead contact
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Role / position
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Email address
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Proposed service / unit name
	Click or tap here to enter text.



	1
	Methodology and delivery plan



	Describe the proposed approach to hosting and operating Ireland’s National Node of CESSDA for 2027–2030.

	Your response should address: repository operation and maintenance; deposit, curation, preservation, documentation, anonymisation and appropriate access; integration with the CESSDA Data Catalogue and relevant standards; DataCite DOIs; FAIR data and Open Science; user support, training, outreach and communications; participation in CESSDA activities; and key annual deliverables and milestones. Suggested maximum: 700 words.

	Click or tap here to enter text.
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	2
	Expertise, technical and institutional capacity



	Demonstrate that the applicant organisation and proposed team have the expertise, resources and institutional capacity required to deliver the national service.

	Your response should address: relevant organisational track record; expertise and experience of the proposed team; team structure, roles and indicative staffing; technical infrastructure and systems; data stewardship, information security and preservation capability; facilities; and institutional support and commitment. Suggested maximum: 500 words.

	Click or tap here to enter text.
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	3
	National reach, governance, risk and service continuity



	Explain how the proposed service will operate as a national service and how effective governance, risk management and continuity will be assured.

	Your response should address: support for data producers and users across Ireland; stakeholder engagement and national reach; governance, accountability and quality assurance; CESSDA governance; key operational, technical, staffing and compliance risks and mitigations; transition and business continuity; knowledge retention and succession; and reporting on delivery, expenditure, outputs and impact. Suggested maximum: 500 words.

	Click or tap here to enter text.
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	4
	Value for money



	Explain how the proposal represents value for money and how the proposed resources are proportionate to the activities and outputs to be delivered.

	Your response should address: overall cost effectiveness; relationship between staffing and resources and the proposed work programme; efficiencies or institutional contributions, where applicable; and justification for significant expenditure. Complete the separate calendar-year budget annex. Suggested maximum: 300 words.

	Click or tap here to enter text.









	B
	Declaration and authorisation



	Applicant declaration

	I confirm that the information in this application is accurate; the applicant is an Eligible Research Body; the application has been authorised by the applicant organisation; the organisation has the authority and capacity to deliver the proposed service for the full arrangement period; and the proposed costs are accurate and inclusive of applicable overheads.



	Authorised signatory
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Position
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Signature
	

	Date
	Click or tap here to enter text.






	APPLICATION FORM
	BUDGET ANNEX — EXCLUDED FROM PAGE LIMIT


Detailed calendar-year budget
	Budget parameters

	Maximum running-cost provision: €900,000 inclusive of 30% overheads for 1 January 2027 to 31 December 2030. Average annual running cost: €225,000.



	Cost category
	2027 (€)
	2028 (€)
	2029 (€)
	2030 (€)
	Total (€)

	Staff costs
	€
	€
	€
	€
	€

	Repository / data infrastructure
	€
	€
	€
	€
	€

	Software, licences and technical services
	€
	€
	€
	€
	€

	Training, outreach and user support
	€
	€
	€
	€
	€

	Travel and CESSDA participation
	€
	€
	€
	€
	€

	Other direct costs
	€
	€
	€
	€
	€

	Overheads
	€
	€
	€
	€
	€

	TOTAL
	€
	€
	€
	€
	€



	Budget justification

	 Provide a narrative justification for staffing, data infrastructure, training and outreach activities and other costings. A separate excel sheet can be submitted with the same headings in addition to this form.  (500 words maximum). 

	Click or tap here to enter text.
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