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[bookmark: _Toc241842474][bookmark: _Toc241842715][bookmark: _Toc242372068]General Questions About the Programme
[bookmark: _Toc241842475][bookmark: _Toc241842716]What is the aim of the Industry Fellowship Programme?
The Industry Fellowship Programme aims to support researcher mobility to enterprise to strengthen knowledge exchange, collaboration and innovation, and to accelerate the application of research for economic impact across Ireland. 
[bookmark: _Toc241842477][bookmark: _Toc241842718]What types of projects are supported?
Projects should be collaborative research projects that are co-developed between the applicant and the Industry Partner. Projects must involve researcher mobility, knowledge exchange and a clear rationale for undertaking the work within the Industry Partner environment. The EU Commission definitions of Industrial Research and Experimental Development are provided in the Call Document.
[bookmark: _Toc241842478][bookmark: _Toc241842719]When will successful applicants be notified? 
As the Industry Fellowship Programme operates as an open, rolling call with applications assessed in batches throughout the year, applicants can generally expect to be notified of the outcome of their application approximately 3-4 months after the relevant assessment batch deadline. Timelines may vary depending on application volumes and the time required to complete the review process.
[bookmark: _Toc241842479][bookmark: _Toc241842720]If my application is successful, when can I expect to start my Fellowship?
Successful applicants will be expected to commence their Fellowship within 6 months of notification of the award. Fellowships may start on the first day of any month within this 6-month period, subject to completion of the award set-up process and agreement between the Fellow, Research Body and Industry Partner. Requests to defer beyond 6 months may be considered only in exceptional circumstances and require prior approval from Research Ireland.
Is the programme open to all disciplines?
Yes. Applications from all disciplines are welcome. To be eligible, the proposed Fellowship must involve a collaborative research project between an eligible applicant and Industry Partner, support researcher mobility and knowledge exchange, align with the objectives of the programme, and the proposed project must constitute an eligible category of research, namely Industrial Research or Experimental Development, as described in the Call Document.
How does the Industry Fellowship Programme fit within Research Ireland's wider funding portfolio?
The Industry Fellowship Programme forms part of Research Ireland's portfolio of mobility fellowship programmes, which support researchers to work across different sectors and environments. This includes programmes currently available, such as the Public Service Fellowship Programme and Research Ireland Fellowship Programme, as well as additional opportunities under development. Together, these programmes are designed to give researchers access to a broad range of career pathways and professional experiences, ensuring that research talent can contribute to, and generate impact across, academia, industry, public services and wider society.
Is the Industry Fellowship Programme replacing the Enterprise Fellowship Programme, placement and partnership streams?
The Industry Fellowship Programme builds on the success of previous enterprise-facing mobility schemes, including the Enterprise Fellowship Placement Stream and the Industry RD&I Fellowship Programme. This Programme is focused on supporting researcher placements within eligible Industry Partners through collaborative research projects. Stakeholders interested in enterprise-academic collaborations where the research is primarily undertaken within the Research Body are not supported through this Programme. Sign up to the Research Ireland newsletter to receive updates on funding opportunities, programme news and upcoming calls https://www.researchireland.ie/subscribe/
I would like to collaborate with a charity, NGO or social enterprise. Is there another Research Ireland programme that is suitable?
The most appropriate funding route will depend on the nature of the organisation and the proposed collaboration. Research Ireland offers a range of fellowship and partnership opportunities across different sectors, and additional mobility-focused initiatives are being developed. Applicants are encouraged to review Research Ireland’s current programme portfolio and contact their Research Body’s Research Office for advice on the most suitable funding opportunity.
My organisation operates in a regulated or service-based sector rather than a traditional R&D sector. Can we still act as an Industry Partner?
Yes. Eligibility is determined by the requirements set out in the Call Document rather than by sector alone. Organisations from a wide range of industries may be eligible to participate, provided they meet the definition of an eligible Industry Partner, can provide an appropriate research environment and Industry Mentor for the Fellowship, and can comply with the programme's funding and State aid requirements.

[bookmark: _Toc241842480][bookmark: _Toc241842721][bookmark: _Toc242372069]Fellowship Structure
[bookmark: _Toc241842481][bookmark: _Toc241842722]Can a Fellowship be undertaken part-time?
Yes. Full-time Fellowships may be undertaken for between 1 and 12 months, while Part-time Fellowships may be undertaken for up to 24 months, with the Fellow spending between 2 and 12 months on placement over the lifetime of the award. The level of commitment will vary depending on the needs of the project and Fellowship plan. For part-time Fellowships, applicants must demonstrate that the proposed duration, placement pattern and frequency of visits are appropriate to deliver the project and career development objectives. Only the time spent on placement is supported through the award.
[bookmark: _Toc241842483][bookmark: _Toc241842724]Does the award have to be continuous, or can it be split into several periods of time?
Part-time awards can be split into several periods of time. Applicants are required to demonstrate that the duration, frequency, and number of visits associated with a part-time award is appropriate in the context of developing or enhancing linkages between academia and industry, and for meeting the objectives of the Industry Fellowship Programme. Multiple visits are not permitted for full-time awards as the Fellow is expected to be located at the premises of the host on a full-time basis for the duration of the award.
[bookmark: _Toc241842484][bookmark: _Toc241842725]How is the percentage time commitment determined?
The time commitment to the Fellowship is the percentage of time spent on placement against the total award duration, and this varies depending on whether it is a full time or part-time award. As part of the application form, applicants need to indicate their % commitment to the Fellowship. For example:
· For a 12-month full-time award, where the placement duration is 12 months, the award duration is also 12 months hence the time commitment in this case is 100%
For a 24-month part-time award where the fellow plans to spend 12 months on placement with the Industry Partner but spread out over 2 years the placement duration is 12 months the award duration is 24 months hence the time commitment in this case is 50%
The programme allows flexibility in that applicants can determine the most appropriate placement duration (up to 12 months) and decide, dependent on the needs of the project, whether that is on a full-time or part-time basis up to a maximum award duration of 24 months. Here are some examples to illustrate:
	Examples
	# months placement*
	Award duration 
(months)
	% time commitment

	Full-time award
	12
	12
	100

	Full-time award
	9
	9
	100

	Part-time award
	12
	24
	50%

	Part-time award
	12
	18
	66%

	Part-time award
	12
	16
	75%

	Part-time award
	6
	12
	50%


*Research Ireland only funds the time spent in Placement
[bookmark: _Toc241842485][bookmark: _Toc241842726]Can anyone apply for a part-time Fellowship or only applicants with caring responsibilities? 
The part-time option is open to all potential applicants. It is not limited to a particular category of applicant or to those with caring responsibilities. Applicants are required to demonstrate that the duration, frequency, and number of visits associated with a part-time award is appropriate for the collaborative research project.
[bookmark: _Toc241842486][bookmark: _Toc241842727]Must the Fellow be based at the Industry Partner?
Yes. Researcher mobility is a core objective of the programme. Fellows are expected to be predominantly embedded within the Industry Partner for the Fellowship and undertake the research project within the host organisation.
[bookmark: _Toc241842487][bookmark: _Toc241842728]Do candidates have to spend the entire placement duration of the Fellowship at the industry host location?
Yes, candidates are expected to spend the entire placement duration of the Fellowship at the industry host location. Research Ireland acknowledges that for some projects, travel between industry locations may be necessary. This travel should be mentioned in proposals submitted to the programme. If remote or hybrid working arrangements are proposed (only permitted if it is the policy of the Industry Partner), a full justification for this must be provided in the work and mentorship plan. The Fellow cannot be based at their home Research Body.
[bookmark: _Toc241842488][bookmark: _Toc241842729]Is it possible to work on the Industry Partner’s premises for 12 months spread part-time over two years and to spend the remaining time working with my PI in academia?
Yes, this is possible. Please note, however, that Research Ireland will only fund the time spent at the Industry Partner’s premises.
[bookmark: _Toc241842489][bookmark: _Toc241842730]Can remote or hybrid working arrangements be included?
Where remote or hybrid working forms part of the Industry Partner's normal working arrangements, applicants may propose this approach. The proposed arrangements should be clearly justified within the application and should not undermine the mobility and embedding objectives of the programme. The expectation is that the Fellow will be embedded within the Industry Partner and, where possible, co-located with their Industry Mentor for the duration of the Fellowship. Where alternative arrangements are proposed, applicants should explain how effective supervision, mentoring, knowledge exchange and integration within the host organisation will be maintained.
[bookmark: _Toc241842490][bookmark: _Toc241842731][bookmark: _Toc242372070]Industry Partner Eligibility
[bookmark: _Toc241842491][bookmark: _Toc241842732]What organisations can act as Industry Partners?
Eligible Industry Partners include companies and other eligible for-profit organisations capable of providing an appropriate research infrastructure environment, mentorship and financial support for an embedded Fellow. Please refer to the call document for full eligibility requirements.
[bookmark: _Toc241842494][bookmark: _Toc241842735]Are start-up companies eligible Industry Partners?
Yes, start-up companies are eligible to apply as Industry Partners provided, they fulfil the eligibility criteria of the Industry Partner outlined in the Industry Fellowship Call Document. Additionally, they must be able to provide evidence to Research Ireland through their financial accounts that they are not an undertaking in difficulty (see Question 70). All parties to the application must disclose any potential conflict of interest in their proposal. Conflicts of interest must be managed by the applicant’s Research Body (See additional FAQs under Conflict of Interest).   
Can applicants undertake a Fellowship in an organisation where they hold a decision-making role or significant financial interest?
This would be considered a conflict of interest, and all conflicts of interest must be disclosed and managed by the applicant’s Research Body (See additional FAQs under Conflict of Interest).   
[bookmark: _Toc241842495][bookmark: _Toc241842736]Can an Industry Partner participate in more than one application?
Yes. An eligible Industry Partner may support multiple distinct Fellowship applications and may host more than one Fellow, provided it has the capacity, resources and appropriate supervision arrangements to support each Fellowship effectively.
However, each Fellowship application must be based on a single collaborative project between one applicant and one designated Industry Partner. Applicants may submit only one application to the programme and cannot include multiple Industry Partners within a single proposal.
[bookmark: _Toc241842498][bookmark: _Toc241842739]Can the industry host location be anywhere in the world?
Where the applicant is currently based in Ireland, the Industry Partner host location may be anywhere in the world (including Ireland). Where the applicant is currently based outside of Ireland, the host location must be in Ireland. 
Can a Fellow remain based at their Research Body while being mentored remotely by an Industry Mentor located outside Ireland?
No. The Industry Fellowship Programme is a placement-based programme designed to support researcher mobility into industry. Fellows are therefore expected to undertake the Fellowship primarily within the Industry Partner environment rather than remaining based at their Research Body.
Research Ireland expects the Fellow and Industry Mentor to be located at the same Industry Partner site wherever possible. Where this is not feasible (for example, in multinational organisations operating across multiple locations), applicants must clearly justify the proposed arrangements and explain how meaningful engagement with the Industry Partner and the objectives of researcher mobility and knowledge exchange will be achieved. Proposals where the Fellow remains based primarily within the Research Body and does not undertake the placement within the Industry Partner environment are not aligned with the objectives of the programme.
[bookmark: _Toc241842501][bookmark: _Toc241842742]We are an Industry Partner that has a very clear work-from-home option with many employees taking advantage of it. Can we host a Fellow without them being physically located at our office or site?
Yes. While the Industry Fellowship Programme is designed to support researcher mobility and close engagement with the Industry Partner, Research Ireland recognises that many organisations operate hybrid or remote-working models. Applicants must demonstrate that the proposed arrangements will provide the Fellow with meaningful engagement within the Industry Partner environment and support the programme's objectives of researcher mobility, knowledge exchange and collaboration.
Where an Industry Partner has established hybrid or remote-working practices and the necessary infrastructure to support effective supervision and engagement, a Fellow may be hosted under these arrangements. Any such arrangements should be clearly described and justified within the proposal, including how the Fellow will engage with the Industry Partner and benefit from the placement experience.
[bookmark: _Toc241842502][bookmark: _Toc241842743]Is the programme suitable for building relationships with Industry Partners for future submissions to other Research Ireland Programmes?
Yes, the programme is suitable for building collaborative relationships with Industry Partners who may subsequently be involved in applications to other Research Ireland programmes including, but not limited to, the Research Ireland Strategic Partnership and Research Centre Programmes.
[bookmark: _Toc241842510][bookmark: _Toc241842751][bookmark: _Toc242372071]Industry Mentor
[bookmark: _Toc241842511][bookmark: _Toc241842752]What is the role of the Industry Mentor?
The Industry Mentor should be an employee of the host Industry Partner with appropriate research and/or innovation experience, relevant expertise, and the capacity to support the successful delivery of the project. They provide day-to-day supervision, guidance and support to the Fellow throughout the Fellowship. The Industry Mentor acts as the Fellow's primary point of contact within the host organisation and plays an important role in facilitating the Fellow's integration within the organisation, supporting project delivery, and helping the Fellow gain exposure to the organisation's operations, culture, expertise and networks.
[bookmark: _Toc241842513][bookmark: _Toc241842754]Are there any general rules on background/qualifications required for an industry mentor to be eligible? 
Industry Mentors must be a formal employee of the Industry Partner and have:
· Relevant experience working within their industry sector or professional environment
· Knowledge of the organisation's operations, processes and strategic priorities
· Appropriate expertise, experience and professional standing to support the Fellow and contribute to the successful delivery of the research project
· Sufficient capacity and commitment to provide guidance, mentorship and ongoing engagement throughout the Fellowship
[bookmark: _Toc241842514][bookmark: _Toc241842755]What makes a strong Industry Mentor?
A strong Industry Mentor will have expertise relevant to the proposed project, a clear understanding of the organisation's priorities and operations, and sufficient time and authority to support the Fellow throughout the Fellowship. They should be able to provide guidance on both the project and the wider industry context, facilitate access to relevant staff, facilities and networks, and help maximise the Fellow's professional development and industry experience.
[bookmark: _Toc241842515][bookmark: _Toc241842756]Does the Industry Mentor need to be named before submission?
Yes. The Industry Mentor must be identified in the application, named in the Industry Partner Letter of Support, and a CV must be provided as part of the application. Applicants are strongly encouraged to engage with the proposed Industry Mentor at an early stage, as the Fellowship should be co-developed between the applicant and Industry Partner. Industry Mentors will often contribute to shaping the collaborative research project and ensuring that it aligns with the needs and opportunities of the host organisation.
[bookmark: _Toc241842577][bookmark: _Toc241842820][bookmark: _Toc241842516][bookmark: _Toc241842757][bookmark: _Toc242372072]Research Body 
[bookmark: _Toc241842578][bookmark: _Toc241842821]Is the programme open to Irish Research Bodies only?
Yes. A list of eligible Irish Research Bodies can be found on the Research Ireland webpage (https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/eligible-research-bodies/).
[bookmark: _Toc241842579][bookmark: _Toc241842822]Is an academic mentor needed in addition to an industry mentor? 
For Category A applicants, there is no academic mentor role as part of a Research Ireland Industry Fellowship award. All applicants must however include an Industry Mentor. In the case of Category B applicants, one academic collaborator may be included on the application. Category C applicants must include their current PhD supervisor as an academic collaborator. An academic collaborator is an individual based in the applicant’s Research Body who is committed to providing a valuable intellectual and/or technical contribution to the proposed research. Academic collaborators may not receive funding through the grant.
[bookmark: _Toc241842580][bookmark: _Toc241842823]As the Fellow remains an employee of the Research Body for the duration of the award, is there a minimum amount of time that the applicant needs to return to the Research Body after the award ends?
No, there is no requirement under this programme for the Fellow to return to the Research Body after the award. The expectation is that an employment contract will be issued by the Research Body for the duration of the Fellowship award.
[bookmark: _Toc242372073]Applicant Eligibility
[bookmark: _Toc241842517][bookmark: _Toc241842758]For the Category A applicants, there used to be previous grant success requirements. Are these still in place? 
No, there is currently no requirement in place for Category A applicants to have previously secured a competitive research grant. 
[bookmark: _Toc241842518][bookmark: _Toc241842759]Can an applicant who previously applied for the Research Ireland Industry Fellowship but failed, apply again for this call?
Yes, it is possible for a candidate to apply again to the programme following a previous unsuccessful application. However, Research Ireland has a Policy on Resubmission of Grant Applications[footnoteRef:2]. Applications to any call that are based primarily on unsuccessful submissions (following peer review) to any Research Ireland programme must demonstrate that the review comments resulting from the initial application have been taken into account in the preparation of the new submission. Resubmissions that have not clearly taken into account the major comments or concerns resulting from the prior assessment will be withdrawn without review. You must declare whether this proposal relates to a previously submitted application to any Research Ireland scheme. Where the application is a resubmission, a statement referencing the previous application and explaining the differences must be provided and references to reviewers’ comments must be made where relevant. This statement will assist Research Ireland staff in the assessment of eligibility of a revised application and will not be shared with reviewers.  [2:  https://www.sfi.ie/resources/SFI_Resubmission-Policy_August-2016.pdf] 

[bookmark: _Toc241842519][bookmark: _Toc241842760]Is there any limit to how many times you can apply to the Industry Fellowship Programme? 
There is no limit to the number of times an individual may apply to the Industry Fellowship Programme. For example, an applicant whose proposal is unsuccessful may submit a new application in a future assessment round. However, an applicant may only have one application under review at any given time and cannot submit a second application while a previous application is still being assessed. Each application must be based on a single collaborative project with a single Industry Partner. 
[bookmark: _Toc241842520][bookmark: _Toc241842761]Is there any restriction on the nationality of Category B or Category C applicants?
No, there is no restriction on the nationality of applicants. However, applicants must satisfy the applicant eligibility criteria described in the Call Document. 
[bookmark: _Toc241842521][bookmark: _Toc241842762]Can a Postdoctoral Researcher currently based outside Ireland apply?
Category B (Postdoctoral Researcher) applicants must hold a PhD (or equivalent) and either:
· currently be affiliated with an eligible Irish Research Body; 
· have previously held a postdoctoral research position at an eligible Irish Research Body;
· or hold a PhD awarded by an eligible Irish Research Body.
Postdoctoral researchers who meet the above requirements, who are currently residing or working abroad may apply, but the Fellowship must be undertaken through an eligible Irish Research Body, and the proposed Industry Partner must be based in Ireland.
[bookmark: _Toc241842522][bookmark: _Toc241842763]I am a postdoctoral researcher currently working abroad in Europe. Can I apply via any higher education body in Ireland, or must it be the institution where I received my PhD and briefly worked as a postdoctoral researcher?
Yes, you can apply at any eligible Irish Research Body. Please see the Call Document for further details. A list of eligible Irish Research Bodies can be found on the Research Ireland website (https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/eligible-research-bodies/).
[bookmark: _Toc241842524][bookmark: _Toc241842765]Are category C applicants allowed to include more than one academic collaborator on their application?
Category C applicants must name their current PhD supervisor as an academic collaborator on their application. Since Category C applicants must apply with the Research Body at which they are currently registered for their PhD programme, we expect that their PhD supervisor will be based at the same Research Body. Category C applicants may also include a second academic collaborator if appropriate, the second academic collaborator is not required to be based at the applicant’s Research Body.
[bookmark: _Toc241842525][bookmark: _Toc241842766]Can someone apply if they hold a PhD awarded by an Irish Research Body but have never held a postdoctoral position in Ireland?
Yes. Holders of a PhD awarded by an eligible Irish Research Body may apply under the Postdoctoral Researcher category, provided they satisfy the eligibility requirements set out in the Call Document.
[bookmark: _Toc241842526][bookmark: _Toc241842767]If an applicant is not based in Ireland but holds a PhD from an Irish Higher Education Institution (HEI), which research institution should they submit their application to?
Applicants can select any eligible Irish Research Body to support submission of their application. This research body does not need to be the same institution that awarded the applicant’s PhD.
[bookmark: _Toc241842527][bookmark: _Toc241842768]I am a postdoctoral researcher with a Contract of Indefinite Duration. I wish to apply to the Research Ireland Industry Fellowship Programme, but I am unsure how this may affect my contractual status – could you please advise?
Queries relating to employment contracts are handled by individual Research Bodies. Please contact the Research Office/HR Section of your Research Body to seek clarification.
[bookmark: _Toc241842528][bookmark: _Toc241842769]My current postdoctoral contract with my Research Body will end before the potential start date of an Industry Fellowship award. Am I eligible to apply or should my existing contract cover the Fellowship? 
Yes. Category B applicants on fixed-term or temporary contracts are eligible to apply, provided all other eligibility criteria are met. Applicants are strongly encouraged to discuss their plans with their proposed Research Body at an early stage to ensure the institution is willing and able to support the Fellowship for its full duration and to agree appropriate contractual arrangements. This should include consideration of any anticipated contract end dates, employment arrangements and proposed Fellowship start dates.
[bookmark: _Toc241842529][bookmark: _Toc241842770]I currently hold an individual Fellowship. Which category should I apply under?
Holders of individual Postdoctoral Fellowships (e.g., MSCA Fellowships) must apply under Category B.
[bookmark: _Toc241842530][bookmark: _Toc241842771]Does an unemployed postdoctoral researcher need to identify both a host Research Body and an Industry Partner before applying to the Research Ireland Industry Fellowship Programme?
Yes, unemployed postdoctoral researchers are eligible to apply but they must identify both a host Research Body and an Industry Partner.
[bookmark: _Toc241842531][bookmark: _Toc241842772]Can PhDs not currently supported by a Research Ireland grant apply as a PhD applicant for this call? 
Yes, PhD students currently supported by non-Research Ireland-funded research grants can apply to the call. The main requirement for Category C is that the PhD student is registered at an eligible Irish Research Body and is within 6 months of submitting their thesis at the time of application.
[bookmark: _Toc241842533][bookmark: _Toc241842774]What are the PhD requirements for Category B & C applicants?
Category B (Postdoctoral Researcher) applicants must hold a PhD (or equivalent) at the time of application. The PhD must have been formally conferred by the awarding institution, and applicants may be asked to provide verification of the date of conferral. Applicants relying on an equivalent qualification should consult the Research Ireland Policy on PhD Equivalence.
Category C (PhD Researcher) applicants must be within the final six months of their PhD studies at the time of application. If awarded a Fellowship, they must have satisfied all requirements for the award of their doctoral degree, including any required thesis corrections and submission requirements, before commencing the Fellowship. 
[bookmark: _Toc241842534][bookmark: _Toc241842775]Does Research Ireland support visa sponsorship?
No, Research Ireland does not sponsor or intervene in matters relating to visa applications.
[bookmark: _Toc241842503][bookmark: _Toc241842744][bookmark: _Toc241842535][bookmark: _Toc241842777][bookmark: _Toc242372074]Conflicts of Interest
Conflicts of Interest may arise within Research Ireland Industry Fellowship projects. As a general principle, it is the responsibility of the Applicant’s Research Body to identify and resolve any such conflicts ahead of proposal submission. It is recognised that researchers within Research Ireland-funded awards may be involved in spin-out companies or may act as advisors to commercial partners. Therefore, we highlight in particular that a possible conflict of interest may arise when personnel with responsibility for Research Ireland -funded resources have outside commercial interests, such as directorships, decision-making roles (e.g., CEO) or significant shareholdings that may be affected by the Research Ireland -funded activities. Potential or perceived conflicts of interest must be fully disclosed in the Conflict-of-Interest Statement, and will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.
What qualifies as a conflict of interest and how should I declare it in my application?
All applicants are required to submit a Conflict-of-Interest Statement as part of their application. Where no conflict of interest exists, applicants must confirm this in their statement.
Where an actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest arises, it must be disclosed and accompanied by an appropriate management plan as part of the application, following discussion with the applicant’s Research Body. For example, a conflict may arise where an applicant, their supervisor, or another member of the research team has a financial interest, ownership stake, governance role, family connection or other significant relationship with the proposed Industry Partner that could influence, or be perceived to influence, the Fellowship. All disclosed conflicts will be considered as part of the application assessment process, and Research Ireland may request additional information or mitigation measures where necessary.
[bookmark: _Toc241842505][bookmark: _Toc241842746]I would like to apply as a Category A applicant (Faculty researcher) to spend time working in an organisation for which I am also the CEO. Is it permissible?
No, this scenario would be considered a conflict of interest that would make the proposal ineligible.
[bookmark: _Toc241842508][bookmark: _Toc241842749]My Industry Partner is a multi-national company however I will be based at its Irish site; who should sign the financial declarations?
Where a multi-national company has a presence in Ireland and your proposed Fellowship will be based at that site, you should arrange for your Industry Partner to provide the Declaration of Financial Resources AND Declaration of Solvency signed by the Financial Controller at the Irish site and if possible local management accounts for the Irish operation. Templates are available for these documents in the Download section of the programme webpage: https://www.researchireland.ie/funding/industry-fellowship/
[bookmark: _Toc242372075]Funding and Budget
[bookmark: _Toc241842536][bookmark: _Toc241842778]What is the travel and training budget?
Each Fellowship includes a fixed travel and training budget of €10,000 to support appropriate and eligible travel, training and professional development activities related to the Fellowship. Details of the expenditure will be captured in the annual and final reports. Any funds which are not used during the award will be returned to Research Ireland.
[bookmark: _Toc241842537][bookmark: _Toc241842779]Can Research Ireland funding be used to purchase equipment or consumables needed for the Fellowship project?
No. Research Ireland funding provided through the Industry Fellowship Programme cannot be used to support equipment, consumables, materials or other direct research costs associated with the project, except for open-access publishing costs. Where such costs are required to deliver the proposed project, they should be supported by the Industry Partner and included, where appropriate, within the Industry Partner contribution to the project.
[bookmark: _Toc241842538][bookmark: _Toc241842780]Do applicants need to provide a detailed budget?
Applicants must use the template provided and submit:
· A Research Ireland budget request; and
· A detailed breakdown of Industry Partner costs using the budget template provided on the programme webpage
For this call, the approach to travel and training costs has been simplified. All applications will include a fixed €10,000 travel and training budget, which forms part of the maximum Research Ireland contribution available under the programme. Applicants are not required to provide detailed travel plans or itemised costings for conferences, training courses, visits or similar activities at the application stage. Applicants must, however, provide sufficient justification for any requested salary or teaching buy-out costs. Industry Partner costs must also be detailed in the budget template, as this information is required to assess compliance with applicable State aid requirements.
[bookmark: _Toc241842540][bookmark: _Toc241842781]As a Senior Research Fellow applying as a Category B applicant, can I request a salary at the current Senior Research Fellow level from Research Ireland?
Salary requests on the Research Fellow or Senior Research Fellow scale may be considered where they are appropriately justified and aligned with the applicant's experience, skills and responsibilities. Applicants requesting a salary on either the Research Fellow or Senior Research Fellow scale must provide a formal letter from the Research Body in support of the request. This letter should explain the basis for the proposed salary level and describe the applicant's role, responsibilities and experience. While this supporting evidence will be considered as part of the assessment process, it does not guarantee funding at the requested salary level.
[bookmark: _Toc241842541][bookmark: _Toc241842782]I am a Category C applicant (Late-Stage PhD researcher) what level of salary can I request? 
The expectation is that by the time you take up the Fellowship you need to have completed your PhD. Therefore, salary requests for Category C applicants must be at the first point of the New Post Doctoral Researcher scale (i.e. Level 2A point 1).[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/financial/ .] 

[bookmark: _Toc241842542][bookmark: _Toc241842783]I am a Senior Lecturer and intend to apply to the Research Ireland Industry Fellowship Programme. How do I calculate teaching buy-out and will a replacement staff member at the same level be covered by the Industry Fellowship Award?
Teaching buy-out costs should be calculated in line with your Research Body policy. Full justification should be included in the budget justification section of the application, including details of how many teaching hours per week the temporary lecturer is required for.
[bookmark: _Toc241842543][bookmark: _Toc241842784] Does the Industry Partner need to provide cash to the Research Body in support of the Fellowship?
No. The Industry Fellowship Programme does not require the Industry Partner to make a cash payment to the Fellow's Research Body. However, Industry Partners must demonstrate that they are contributing to the project in line with the applicable General Block Exemption Regular (GBER) aid intensities. This is typically achieved through eligible costs incurred by the Industry Partner in hosting and supporting the Fellowship, as detailed in the budget template submitted with the application.
Industry Partners will be required to provide a statement of actual costs incurred during the Fellowship as part of the final reporting process. This information is used to verify compliance with the relevant State aid requirements. See Section 11 of the Call Document.
[bookmark: _Toc241842544][bookmark: _Toc241842785]How much funding will Research Ireland provide?
Under State aid (GBER) rules, the Research Ireland funding rate (aid intensity) can vary from 25% to a maximum of 80% of total eligible project costs depending on the size of the Industry Partner and the type of research (research category) involved and whether outputs are widely disseminated. The Industry Partner supports the remaining project costs. Research Ireland will fund up to a maximum of €130,000 in direct costs to support the Fellow's salary (or teaching buy-out), travel and training costs and open-accessing publishing costs only. The requested Research Ireland budget must not exceed the prescribed aid intensity allowed under State aid rules as defined in the GBER
[bookmark: _Toc241842788]I intend to apply to the Research Ireland Industry Fellowship Programme to travel to an international industry host – are travel insurance and visa costs eligible?
Reasonable health insurance and visa costs related to the relocation of the Fellow are eligible, where appropriate and fully justified.
[bookmark: _Toc241842789]I am currently employed outside of Ireland. What is required for salary justification? Should I include a request analogous to my current salary (in a different country/system) or base it on my number of years of experience post-PhD? 
An applicant who is currently employed outside of Ireland should calculate their requested salary for the duration of the Fellowship according to the number of years post-PhD. The Research Ireland Team Member Salary Scale [footnoteRef:4] should be used to determine the requested salary. [4:  https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/financial/] 

[bookmark: _Toc241842547][bookmark: _Toc241842790]Why are both the Research Ireland and industry costs required?
Under the Research Ireland Industry Fellowship Programme applicants need to provide details of the total project costs at the application stage; including those that will be incurred by the Industry Partner. Further, the Research Ireland Industry Fellowship Programme is subject to the EU Commission General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER) EU Commission Regulation (EC) No. 651/2014 as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/1315 (referred to collectively as the "GBER") which sets rules for the level of funding support that can be provided by national agencies and as such it is mandatory for the Industry Partner to detail their costs in supporting the Fellowship. Please refer to programme Call Document for details.
[bookmark: _Toc241842548][bookmark: _Toc241842791]Are travel costs associated with a part-time award with an Industry Partner’s premises in a city other than the Fellow’s home city eligible, i.e., can the Fellow relocate for several days per week to another city as part of the award? 
Temporary accommodation costs may be eligible (in the case of part-time awards). These costs must be relevant and justified; however, day-to-day commuting costs will not be supported.
[bookmark: _Toc241842549][bookmark: _Toc241842792]When determining the Research Ireland salary contribution, should 'Gross Salary Contribution' or 'Cost to Grant Budget' be used? 
The Research Ireland Team Member Salary Scale should be used when costing the Fellow’s salary; the ‘Cost to Grant Budget’ figure, which includes Employer PRSI and a set pension contribution, should be used. Applicants are strongly encouraged to consult with their Research Office in preparing their budget.
[bookmark: _Toc241842551][bookmark: _Toc241842794]What does industry costs must be verifiable using standard accountancy practice mean? 
The costs incurred by the Industry Partner in hosting the Fellow must be provided as part of the application using the Excel budget template provided. These costs must be easily audited and vouched for and prepared using standard accounting methodology.
[bookmark: _Toc241842509][bookmark: _Toc241842750][bookmark: _Toc241842552][bookmark: _Toc241842795]What should the Industry Partner Contribution include?
The Industry Partner contribution may comprise eligible in-kind project costs, including staff time, equipment and facility usage, materials, consumables, consultancy costs, contractual research or other eligible project costs directly attributable to the Fellowship project.
Note: These examples are illustrative only. Applicants must use the Budget Template provided on the programme webpage to calculate the applicable aid intensity and minimum Industry Partner contribution for their specific project.
	
	Example 1
	Example 2

	Applicant
	Experienced Postdoctoral Researcher (Category B)
	Early-Career Postdoctoral Researcher (Category B)

	Enterprise Size
	Large Enterprise
	Small Enterprise

	Research Category
	Industrial Research
	Experimental Development

	Dissemination 
	Yes (wide dissemination of results)
	No

	Fellowship Duration
	12 months full-time
	12 months at 50% time commitment

	Salary (Cost to Grant Budget)
	€79,170
	€31,059 (€62,117 × 50%)

	Travel & Training Budget
	€10,000
	€10,000

	Open Access Costs
	€1,500
	€1,500

	Total Research Ireland Requested Costs
	€90,670
	€42,559

	Base Aid Intensity
	50% (Industrial Research)
	25% (Experimental Development)

	SME Uplift
	None
	+20%

	Additional Dissemination Uplift
	+15%
	None

	Maximum Aid Intensity
	65%
	45%

	Minimum Total Eligible Project Costs
	€90,670 ÷ 0.65 = €139,492
	€42,559 ÷ 0.45 = €94,576

	Minimum Industry Partner Contribution
	€48,822 
(€139,492 − €90,670)
	€52,017 
(€94,576 − €42,559)



[bookmark: _Toc242372076]State Aid
[bookmark: _Toc241842553][bookmark: _Toc241842796]What is State aid and how does it relate to Research Ireland funding?
 Simply put, State aid is when public money gives a business or company (referred to as an “undertaking” under EU competition rules)[footnoteRef:5] an advantage it couldn’t get on the open market. This must be given selectively i.e. not all businesses receive it. Examples of advantages include:  [5:  The concept of an “undertaking” under EU competition rules is an entity that is engaged in an “economic activity” (offering a good or service on a market) regardless of its legal status or the way that it is financed. This means that an undertaking could be a company but also an entity such as a charity] 

• Free or discounted access to equipment 
• Grants or loans on better-than-market terms 
• Exclusive access to research results 
• Use of publicly funded staff or facilities for free 
State aid is regulated to keep competition fair across the EU. As Research Ireland’s grants are derived from public money, all funding granted is subject to, and must be compliant with, State aid legislation. Please review the Research Ireland guidance for more information (State Guidance)
[bookmark: _Toc241842555][bookmark: _Toc241842798][bookmark: _Ref242181791]What is an ‘Undertaking in Difficulty’?
Under State aid rules (General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER)) Research Ireland cannot provide funding for secondments to Industry Partners that are ‘undertakings in difficulty.[footnoteRef:6] Industry partners will be required to confidentially provide additional financial information/declarations to Research Ireland, using the templates available on the programme webpage. These documents will be used by Research Ireland to determine the eligibility of the Industry Partner to participate in the programme. ‘Undertaking in difficulty’ means an undertaking in respect of which at least one of the following circumstances occurs: [6:  article 2, no. 18 of COMMISSION REGULATION (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014] 

(a) [bookmark: _Int_vZZfD3kJ]In the case of a limited liability company (other than an SME that has been in existence for less than three years or, for the purposes of eligibility for risk finance aid, an SME within 7 years from its first commercial sale that qualifies for risk finance investments following due diligence by the selected financial intermediary), where more than half of its subscribed share capital has disappeared as a result of accumulated losses. This is the case when deduction of accumulated losses from reserves (and all other elements generally considered as part of the own funds of the company) leads to a negative cumulative amount that exceeds half of the subscribed share capital. For the purposes of this provision, ‘limited liability company’ refers in particular to the types of company mentioned in Annex I of Directive 2013/34/EU[footnoteRef:7] and ‘share capital’ includes, where relevant, any share premium. [7:  Directive 2013/34/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 2013 on the annual financial statements, consolidated financial statements and related reports of certain types of undertakings, amending Directive 2006/43/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and repealing Council Directives 78/660/EEC and 83/349/EEC.] 

(b) In the case of a company where at least some members have unlimited liability for the debt of the company (other than an SME that has been in existence for less than three years or, for the purposes of eligibility for risk finance aid, an SME within 7 years from its first commercial sale that qualifies for risk finance investments following due diligence by the selected financial intermediary), where more than half of its capital as shown in the company accounts has disappeared as a result of accumulated losses. For the purposes of this provision, ‘a company where at least some members have unlimited liability for the debt of the company ‘refers in particular to the types of company mentioned in Annex II of Directive 2013/34/EU.
(c) Where the undertaking is subject to collective insolvency proceedings or fulfils the criteria under its domestic law for being placed in collective insolvency proceedings at the request of its creditors.
(d) Where the undertaking has received rescue aid and has not yet reimbursed the loan or terminated the guarantee, or has received restructuring aid and is still subject to a restructuring plan
(e) In the case of an undertaking that is not an SME, where, for the past two years:
· the undertaking’s book debt to equity ratio has been greater than 7,5 and
· the undertaking’s EBITDA interest coverage ratio has been below 1,0.
[bookmark: _Toc241842556][bookmark: _Toc241842799]Should an Industry Collaboration Form be completed for projects funded under the Industry Fellowship Programme?
No, an Industry Collaboration Form is not required as the Research Ireland Industry Fellowship is run under a State Aid exemption (GBER) and does not require projects to satisfy the requirements for an ‘effective collaboration’.
[bookmark: _Toc241842557][bookmark: _Toc241842800]Who determines whether results are widely disseminated? Are there some indicators that can be referenced to ensure that the definition of wide dissemination is met or is it up to the applicant to determine whether results are widely disseminated? 
The funding rate may be increased up to a maximum aid intensity of 80% (depending on category of research and size of participating Industry Partner) (by a further 15%) if the results of the project are widely disseminated through conferences, publications, open-access repositories, or free or open-source software. Research Ireland will monitor awards to ensure that outputs are widely disseminated, and awardees will be required to report on this through their annual and final reports. It is up to the applicant in conjunction with their Industry Partner and Research Body to agree whether results will be widely disseminated in advance of submission of an application to Research Ireland.
Please note that as members of cOAlition S, Research Ireland has aligned its Open Access Policy with the principles of Plan S, meaning that all publications arising either in whole or in part from Research Ireland funding must be made openly available as soon as it is published and available under a CC-BY licence. Other outputs such as data and software must be made as open as possible and closed, as necessary.
Research Ireland expects that outputs of the project should be disseminated to the widest extent possible, on a national as well as EU level. If results can be published on an international level in addition to the national level e.g., using internationally recognised journals/magazines or during international conferences, such dissemination routes are preferable. Wide dissemination should take place during or as soon as possible after completion of the project and should be undertaken by the most appropriate means (e.g., through websites, open-access databases, and publications) to ensure that its outputs remain continuously accessible for an unlimited time.
[bookmark: _Toc241842558][bookmark: _Toc241842801][bookmark: _Toc242372077]Intellectual Property (IP)
[bookmark: _Toc241842559][bookmark: _Toc241842802]Is an IP agreement required?
Yes. Appropriate IP arrangements must be agreed between the Research Body and Industry Partner before commencement of the Fellowship.
[bookmark: _Toc241842560][bookmark: _Toc241842803]Who owns intellectual property arising from the Fellowship?
The management of IP arising out of the Industry Fellowship must comply with the practices and procedures described in the national IP protocol document Ireland’s National IP Protocol 2019.[footnoteRef:8] The arrangements related to the management of IP arising from the Industry Fellowship Programme are the responsibility of the Research Body and shall reflect the collaborative nature of the project, the level of commitment of the Industry Partner and compliance with State aid regulations. Generally speaking, the Research Body will own foreground IP with the Industry Partner having the option to negotiate and conclude a licence to foreground IP on fair commercial terms. [8:  https://www.knowledgetransferireland.com/Reports-Publications/Ireland-s-National-IP-Protocol-2019-.pdf] 

Applicants should however have preliminary discussions in relation to IP before an application is submitted. Please consult with the Technology Transfer Office of the Research Body for further information.
[bookmark: _Toc241842563][bookmark: _Toc241842806][bookmark: _Toc242372078]Application Process
[bookmark: _Toc241842565][bookmark: _Toc241842808] Is this a rolling call?
Yes. Applications may be submitted throughout the year and will be considered in the next available assessment round, which typically occur at least twice per year.
[bookmark: _Toc241842567][bookmark: _Toc241842810]What review criteria are used?
Applications are assessed against four, equally weighted, criteria as described in the Call Document:
· Collaborative Research Project
· Career Development
· Potential for Impact
· Execution and Delivery
[bookmark: _Toc241842568][bookmark: _Toc241842811]When I preview my proposal in PDF format in SESAME, I do not see the Excel budget spreadsheet. 
As the budget spreadsheet is not in a PDF format it is not incorporated into the final PDF preview. However, there are inbuilt validations within SESAME to ensure that the Excel spreadsheet file has been uploaded. Applicants should ensure that their Research Body’s finance/research office reviews the budget file before submission of the proposal.
[bookmark: _Toc241842573][bookmark: _Toc241842816][bookmark: _Toc242372079]Post Award
[bookmark: _Toc241842575][bookmark: _Toc241842818]Is there an opportunity for follow-on funding for the Fellowship project?
This is not currently available, however, Research Ireland may consider this in the future, where there is a co-funding (direct cost) commitment from the Industry Partner.
What reporting is required?
Award holders will be required to comply with Research Ireland reporting requirements, including progress and final reports. Further guidance is available here: https://www.sfi.ie/funding/award-management/reporting-procedures/IRDIF-Reporting-Guidelines_2025-(1).pdf
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