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[bookmark: _Toc241593941][bookmark: _Toc242099811]Industry Fellowship Programme 
[bookmark: _Toc241593942][bookmark: _Toc242099812]Key Features
· Project duration: 1-12 months full-time, up to 24 months part-time.
Funding model: Salary/teaching buy-out and travel costs supported; partner contribution required in line with State aid rules. Up to max €130,000 direct costs.
· Eligibility: Open to late-stage PhD candidates, postdoctoral researchers and faculty.
· Deadline: Applications can be submitted year-round, with at least two assessment rounds per year.
· Contact: Industry.Fellowship@researchireland.ie

[bookmark: _Toc241593943][bookmark: _Toc242099813]Programme Objective
The Industry Fellowship Programme forms part of Research Ireland's portfolio of mobility fellowship programmes, which support the movement of researchers across sectors to strengthen collaboration, knowledge exchange and research impact. Specifically, the Industry Fellowship Programme aims to support researcher mobility to enterprise to strengthen knowledge exchange, collaboration and innovation, and to accelerate the application of research for economic impact across Ireland. 


[bookmark: _Toc241593944][bookmark: _Toc242099814]Terms of Reference
While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of this document, it is provided for information purposes only and as a guide to expected developments. It is not intended, and should not be relied upon, as any form of warranty, representation, undertaking, contractual, or other commitment binding in law upon Taighde Éireann I Research Ireland (“Research Ireland”), the Government of Ireland, or any of their respective servants or agents. Research Ireland Grant Conditions (to include General Terms and Conditions and Letters of Offer) shall govern the administration of Research Ireland grants and awards to the exclusion of this and any other oral, written, or recorded statement. All responses to this Call for Submission of Proposals will be treated in confidence and no information contained therein will be communicated to any third party without the written permission of the applicant except insofar as is specifically required for the consideration and evaluation of the proposal or as may be required under law, including the Research and Innovation Act 2024 and the Freedom of Information Acts 1997, (Amendment) 2003 and 2014.

Call Document Last Updated: 5th October 2026
[bookmark: _Toc241593945][bookmark: _Toc242099815]Programme Scope
The Industry Fellowship Programme seeks to support researchers and Industry Partners to work together on projects that promote knowledge exchange, researcher development, and innovation across sectors. Projects must be developed jointly by the researcher and an eligible Industry Partner, with a clear rationale for the partnership. The proposed project should address a shared research challenge or opportunity that would benefit from the combined expertise, resources and perspectives of both partners, and must fall within the EU State aid categories of ‘Industrial Research’ or ‘Experimental Development’, which are explained further below in Section 11.1.[footnoteRef:1] [1: The definition of the categories of research/studies as are described in EU Commission Regulation (EC) No. 651/2014 as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/1315 (referred to collectively as the "GBER") articles 2(84), (85), (86) and (87).] 


The Fellowship supports researchers to undertake a collaborative research project through a placement with an Industry Partner. The placement should support the Fellow's professional development, broaden their experience beyond academia, and deliver value to the host organisation. As researcher mobility is a core objective of the programme, a Fellow is expected to work with the Industry Partner and undertake the Fellowship primarily at the Industry Partner's premises. Proposals where the researcher remains based solely at the Research Body are not supported under this programme. In addition, placements with public sector organisations are not supported through this programme; the Research Ireland Public Sector Fellowship Programme offers support for collaboration with public sector organisations. 
[bookmark: _Toc241593946][bookmark: _Toc242099816]Who Can Apply?
We welcome applications from researchers at different career stages, including:
Category A: Faculty staff seeking dedicated time to undertake a collaborative project with an eligible Industry Partner.
Category B: Postdoctoral researchers.
Category C: Late-stage PhD candidates who will have completed their PhD before the Fellowship begins.
Applicants must have the support of both an eligible Research Body[footnoteRef:2] and an eligible Industry Partner to undertake the proposed Fellowship.  [2: https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/eligible-research-bodies/] 


[bookmark: _Toc241593947][bookmark: _Toc242099817]Applicant 
[bookmark: _Toc241593948][bookmark: _Toc242099818]Category A: Faculty Researcher 
Faculty Researchers must be members of the academic staff of an eligible Research Body, either on a permanent basis or holding a fixed-term academic appointment. For applicants on fixed-term contracts, the proposed Fellowship must conclude before the end date of their academic appointment. Applicants who hold academic positions but do not meet this requirement may instead apply under Category B (Postdoctoral Researcher), provided they satisfy the eligibility criteria for that category.

[bookmark: _Toc241593949][bookmark: _Toc242099819]Category B: Postdoctoral Researcher 
Postdoctoral Researchers must hold a PhD (or equivalent[footnoteRef:3]) and be affiliated with, or have previously held a postdoctoral research position at, an eligible Research Body. Applicants who hold a PhD awarded by an eligible Irish Research Body may also apply under Category B, including those who have not previously held a postdoctoral position at an eligible Research Body. Postdoctoral Researchers currently residing or working abroad may only apply to undertake a Fellowship through an eligible Research Body based in Ireland. Category B applicants may include a maximum of one academic collaborator on their application. An academic collaborator is an individual based in the applicant’s Research Body who is committed to providing a valuable intellectual and/or technical contribution to the proposed research. Academic collaborators may not receive funding through the grant. Applications may be submitted through an eligible Research Body other than the current Research Body in which the applicant may be employed. In such cases, the application must be submitted through the prospective employing Research Body. [3: https://www.sfi.ie/funding/sfi-policies-and-guidance/eligibility-related-information/PHD-equivalence-policy_September_2018.pdf] 


[bookmark: _Toc241593950][bookmark: _Toc242099820]Category C: PhD Researcher 
Category C applicants must be PhD students who, at the time of application, are within the final six months of their studies and registered at an eligible Irish Research Body. Applicants must have the support of their current PhD supervisor, who will act as an academic collaborator on the application. Successful Category C applicants must have completed all requirements for the award of their PhD before commencing the Fellowship.

[bookmark: _Toc241593951][bookmark: _Toc242099821]Research Body
The Research Body is the organisation responsible for the financial and administrative management of Research Ireland-funded awards. A list of eligible Research Bodies is available on the Research Ireland website.[footnoteRef:4] The Research Body will administer the award and act as the employer of the Fellow throughout the Fellowship. Research Body endorsement confirms applicant eligibility. Applications involving an ineligible applicant, Industry Partner or Industry Mentor will not be accepted for review. [4:  https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/eligible-research-bodies/] 


[bookmark: _Toc241593952][bookmark: _Toc242099822]Industry Partners
Each application must include a single nominated Industry Partner. Eligible Industry Partners are companies that can provide an appropriate research environment for an embedded Fellow to undertake the proposed project and have the capacity, expertise and resources to support the collaboration. Industry Partners may be located in Ireland or internationally.
Industry Partners must:
Be a company engaged in activities relevant to the proposed project;
Have the expertise, resources and capacity to support the Fellow's placement and the delivery of the collaborative project;
Provide an appropriate environment, infrastructure, mentorship and development opportunities for the Fellow;
Nominate a suitably qualified Industry Mentor to support the Fellow and act as the primary point of contact for the project; and
Comply with all relevant programme requirements, including reporting and State aid requirements.

Commercial semi-state companies such as the group of companies under Córas Iompair Éireann (CIE), EirGrid, Electricity Supply Board (ESB) and similar organisations internationally are eligible Industry Partners. Academic spin-out companies are also eligible, provided they meet all other programme requirements, including the disclosure and management of any conflicts of interest. 

Non-eligible Partners include government departments, state agencies, public hospitals, technology transfer offices, higher education institutions and other publicly funded organisations that are not “undertakings” (typically referred to as companies).[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The concept of an “undertaking” under EU competition rules is an entity that is engaged in an “economic activity” (offering a good or service on a market) regardless of its legal status or the way that it is financed. ] 


[bookmark: _Toc241593953][bookmark: _Toc242099823]Industry Mentor
The Industry Mentor must be an employee of the nominated Industry Partner with relevant industry experience and sufficient expertise to support the Fellow and the delivery of the project. The mentor should have an established track record appropriate to their career stage and sector. The Industry Mentor will act as the primary point of contact within the host organisation and will be responsible for the day-to-day supervision of the Fellow. The nominated Industry Mentor must be named in the Industry Partner Letter of Support. Applicants must also provide a CV demonstrating the mentor's relevant experience, expertise and suitability to support the Fellow and project.

Academic staff seconded to an Industry Partner and industry employees seconded to a Research Body are not eligible to act as Industry Mentors. The Industry Mentor and Fellow are normally expected to be based at the same Industry Partner site during the Fellowship. Where this is not possible, applicants must provide a justification and identify an appropriate on-site contact who will be responsible for the Fellow's day-to-day supervision. 

[bookmark: _Toc241593954][bookmark: _Toc242099824]Funding and Duration
The Industry Fellowship Programme supports full-time Fellowships of between 1 and 12 months, or part-time Fellowships of up to 24 months, during which the Fellow is embedded within an Industry Partner, while remaining employed by their Research Body. 

Research Ireland provides a maximum contribution of €130,000 in direct costs to support the Fellowship. Eligible costs include teaching buy-out (for Faculty Researcher applicants), salary support (Postdoctoral Researcher and Late-Stage PhD applicants), travel and training costs, and open access publishing costs. Teaching buy-out and salary requests must be proportionate to the Fellowship duration and appropriately justified by the host Research Body. Salary requests for Postdoctoral Researchers should be aligned with the applicant's years of post-PhD experience and the applicable Research Ireland Team Member Salary Scale.[footnoteRef:6] Salary requests for Late-Stage PhD applicants should be based on the first point of the New Postdoctoral Researcher salary scale. [6: https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/financial/] 

Grants will include a fixed travel and training budget of €10,000, included within the maximum €130,000 direct cost contribution, to support eligible costs incurred during the Fellowship, including relocation costs, attendance at relevant meetings, training activities and conference presentations. 
Only reasonable and vouched travel and subsistence costs for journeys and events directly related to the Research Programme or for the learning of special techniques and undertaken by the Fellow may be supported as eligible direct costs. Eligible costs can include travel to and from the industry partner location at the beginning and end of the Fellowship. Travel costs should be calculated based on the cheapest available public transport option. Eligible costs can also include visa and health insurance costs related to the relocation of the Fellow, and one return trip per year for personal reasons. Day-to-day commuting costs, and rental accommodation costs are not eligible. Applicants are not required to provide detailed travel plans at the application stage.
Research Ireland will not provide funding for equipment, consumables, materials, or other direct research costs associated with the proposed project, these costs should be met by the Industry Partner.
The Industry Partner will host the grant holder (Fellow) onsite for the duration of their placement and support all other project costs via an in-kind contribution, in accordance with applicable State aid requirements. The required contribution will depend on the research category, organisation type and project characteristics (detailed in Section 11 below).
Research Ireland will make a contribution to overheads (indirect costs) directly to the host Research Body as a percentage of the Research Ireland direct costs. Overheads should not be included in the requested budget. Budgets will need to comply with the Grant terms and Conditions.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/financial/] 

Successful applicants will normally be required to commence their Fellowship within six months of notification of grant. Requests to defer the start date beyond this period may be considered in exceptional circumstances, including maternity leave,[footnoteRef:8] subject to prior approval from Research Ireland. [8: https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/maternity-paternity-adoptive-leave/] 


[bookmark: _Toc241593955][bookmark: _Toc242099825]Budget
Applicants are required to provide a detailed breakdown of the project costs using the budget template available on the programme webpage. The budget template should include all eligible costs to be incurred by the Industry Partner in supporting the proposed project and the Fellow's placement.

The Industry Fellowship Programme is subject to EU State aid rules and operates under the General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER).[footnoteRef:9] In practical terms, these rules help ensure that public funding does not provide an unfair commercial advantage to an individual industry partner or “undertaking”[footnoteRef:10] and threaten distortion of the market. As the Industry Partner benefits from the collaborative research project and the Fellow's placement, the partner is required to contribute towards the cost of the project. The maximum level of Research Ireland funding available to a project is determined by the applicable State aid rules, taking account of factors such as the research category, enterprise size and project characteristics. The Industry Partner is then required to contribute, in-kind, the remaining eligible project costs in line with the applicable aid intensity in line with the requirements of the GBER.  [9:  EU Commission Regulation (EC) No. 651/2014 as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/1315 (referred to collectively as the "GBER")]  [10:  The concept of an “undertaking” under EU competition rules is an entity that is engaged in an “economic activity” (offering a good or service on a market) regardless of its legal status or the way that it is financed. ] 


The budget information provided by the Industry Partner will be used to assess compliance with these requirements and determine the minimum contribution required. These costs are not funded by Research Ireland and must be met by the Industry Partner. The completed budget template must be submitted as part of the application. Further information on State aid rules, research categories, aid intensities and Industry Partner contribution requirements is provided in Section 11. 

[bookmark: _Toc241593956][bookmark: _Toc242099826]How to Apply
Applicants are strongly encouraged to engage early with the Research Office and Technology Transfer Office of the proposed host Research Body, as well as their proposed Industry Partner, when developing their application.

Applications must be co-developed with the proposed Industry Partner and include all information and supporting documentation required for assessment. Applicants should clearly address each of the review criteria within their proposal, including the quality and relevance of the Collaborative Research Project, the Career Development opportunity for the Fellow, the Potential for Impact arising from the Fellowship, and the feasibility of the proposed Execution and Delivery plan. Further information on the application form, required documentation, assessment criteria and submission requirements is provided in Section 10.

Applications may be submitted throughout the year through Research Ireland's grants management system, however, assessments will be conducted at published batch deadlines. Access to the system is managed by the Research Office of the host Research Body. Applicants should follow their organisation's internal approval processes and allow sufficient time for institutional review prior to submission.

[bookmark: _Toc241593957][bookmark: _Toc242099827]Intellectual Property (IP) 
An intellectual property (IP) agreement must be in place between the Research Body and the Industry Partner before the Fellowship can commence. Applicants are strongly encouraged to engage early with their Research Office, Technology Transfer Office and Industry Partner to discuss and agree appropriate IP arrangements, as the development and approval of such agreements can take time.

[bookmark: _Ref241682165]The management of IP arising from the Fellowship must comply with the principles set out in Ireland's National IP Protocol.[footnoteRef:11] In most cases, this means that foreground IP generated through the project will be owned by the Research Body, with appropriate rights available to the Industry Partner through agreed licensing arrangements. The IP agreement should reflect the collaborative nature of the project, the contributions of each party, and compliance with applicable State aid requirements. [11:  https://www.knowledgetransferireland.com/ManagingIP/National-IP-Protocol/] 


[bookmark: _Toc241593958][bookmark: _Toc242099828]Research Ireland Grant General Terms & Conditions and Policies 
[bookmark: _Ref241680810]In addition to complying with the Grant General Terms and Conditions, applicants and participating organisations, including host Research Bodies, are expected to be familiar and consult with Research Ireland’s policies and with all relevant national policies when preparing their application to a Research Ireland programme call. These include policies on open research, data management, data protection, EDI, research ethics etc., which can be accessed in the Policies section of the Research Ireland website.[footnoteRef:12] A summary of the policies and related requirements which are most relevant to applicants under this programme is provided in Section 12. Familiarity and compliance with policy requirements may be reviewed as part of post-award oversight and further, may be taken into consideration in future applications for funding. For any questions concerning Research Ireland’s policies, please contact researchpolicy@researchireland.ie. [12:  https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/ ] 


[bookmark: _Toc241593959][bookmark: _Toc242099829]Conflict of Interest Disclosure
Research Ireland recognises that applicants or their supervisors may have a prior relationship with the prospective Industry Partner (e.g., holding a decision-making role in the company, such as being the CEO or a major shareholder in the company). In the context of applications submitted to Research Ireland that involve industry either directly (e.g., as partners or collaborators) or indirectly (e.g., through engagement for concept/market validation), applicants and Research Bodies should manage any potential conflicts of interest. Where a potential conflict of interest exists, Research Ireland requires that it is disclosed by the applicant to the Research Body and to Research Ireland, and that it is managed by the Research Body in accordance with the principles and mandates laid out in Ireland’s National IP Protocol.11 Potential conflicts of interest with respect to any Industry Partners named in the application should be directly declared within a Conflict of Interest Statement. Furthermore, the host Research Body letter of support (see Section 10.2.1) should contain a description of the institutional policy regarding management of such conflicts.

All applicants are required to submit a Conflict-of-Interest Statement as part of their application. When a potential or perceived conflict of interest arises e.g., when a postdoctoral researcher proposes to carry out a Fellowship in a company where the researcher’s current supervisor has a financial interest or decision-making role, these must be disclosed, and a management plan must be provided as part of their Conflict-of-Interest Statement. Where there is no conflict of interest, the applicant must confirm that is the case in their Conflict–of-Interest Statement. By endorsing the application, the Research Body represents and warrants on its own behalf and on behalf of the applicant, having made reasonable and diligent enquiries, that no conflict of interest arises from their participation in the programme and full and frank disclosure has been made in the proposal concerning all pre-existing interests. Failure to provide a Conflict–of-Interest Statement may result in the application being deemed ineligible.

[bookmark: _Toc241593960][bookmark: _Toc242099830]Award Management
[bookmark: _Toc241593961][bookmark: _Toc242099831]Research Ireland Funding and State aid 
Research Ireland will monitor and verify, on an on-going basis and as required, the Research Body and Industry Partner’s Compliance with State aid law. Upon request, the Research Body/Industry Partner will provide all documentation reasonably required to satisfy Research Ireland that the Research Body complies with State aid law. The Research Body/Industry Partner is responsible for retaining such documentary records as are required to demonstrate compliance with State aid law, and ensure, where relevant, that all necessary third-party consents are procured to allow for such documentation to be disclosed to Research Ireland. 

[bookmark: _Toc241593962][bookmark: _Toc242099832]Progress Reporting Requirements 
Research Ireland has stringent requirements for the reporting on grants that it makes. Individuals who hold the primary responsibility for reporting and who fail to comply with reporting requirements, run the risk of having their grant payments suspended. Failure to report can also prevent future applications being considered for funding. Industry Fellowship grant holders will be required to complete the annual stocktake of Research Ireland Research Outputs, an annual report and a final report (which includes a statement from the Industry Partner confirming remitted monies in support of their contribution to the total eligible costs of the Fellowship), guidance for which is provided on the programme webpage. The purpose of the annual and final reports will be to assess how the grant has delivered on the programme objective. Grant holders are obliged to keep their grants management system profile updated since the annual stocktake of Research Outputs is drawn directly from the data entered into the research profile; this must be updated and completed in January every year.

[bookmark: _Ref241589669][bookmark: _Ref241590226][bookmark: _Toc241593963][bookmark: _Ref241589946][bookmark: _Toc242099833]Application and Review Processes
[bookmark: _Toc241593964][bookmark: _Toc242099834]Submission of Applications
Applications must be submitted through Research Ireland's Grants Management System. The Industry Fellowship Programme operates as an open, rolling call. Applications may be submitted throughout the year and will be considered at the next available assessment round, subject to the published batch review deadlines. Research Ireland may introduce additional assessment rounds where required to support programme delivery or strategic priorities. 

Access to the Grants Management System is managed by the Research Office of the host Research Body. Applicants should follow their organisation's internal processes to obtain system access and complete any required institutional review before submission. Applications must comply with the requirements set out in this call document. All uploaded documents must be submitted in PDF format. Unless otherwise specified, documents should use a minimum font size of 11-point, in Times New Roman font or similar, single line spacing or greater, and minimum page margins of 2.5 cm. Text included in figures, diagrams and tables may use a smaller font size where clearly legible. Incomplete applications, applications that exceed any specified page limits, or applications that do not satisfy the eligibility requirements of the programme may be deemed ineligible and will not proceed to review. All applicants are required to have an ORCID iD[footnoteRef:13] linked to their SESAME Research Profile before an application can be submitted. ORCID provides a persistent digital identifier that distinguishes researchers and enables research outputs, achievements and professional activities to be linked across different systems and platforms. As part of the integration between SESAME and ORCID, researchers can import publication information directly into their SESAME Research Profile. [13:  https://orcid.org/] 


[bookmark: _Ref241590112][bookmark: _Toc241593965][bookmark: _Toc242099835]Application Documents
Applications must include all information and supporting documentation required to enable assessment of the proposal. Applicants should use the checklist below to ensure that all relevant sections are complete and that uploaded documents comply with the stated word and page limits. 

	Application section
	Information or document required
	Maximum length or limit

	Applicant details
	Applicant name, Research Body, contact details and percentage time commitment
	n/a

	Proposal summary
	Proposal title
	n/a

	Proposal summary
	Duration of award
	1 to 24 months

	Proposal summary
	Time commitment to the Fellowship
	Percentage entered online

	Proposal summary
	Placement duration
	1 to 12 months

	Proposal summary
	Total Industry Partner costs €
	n/a

	Applicant category
	Applicant category: Category A, B or C
	n/a

	Applicant category
	PhD-awarding institution and country
	n/an/a

	Applicant category
	Fixed-term faculty contract status and expiry date
	n/aa

	Applicant category
	Applicant sub-category, supervisor details and contract expiry date
	n/a

	Applicant category
	Expected PhD thesis submission date
	n/a

	Resubmission
	Statement explaining how a previous application has been revised, including reference to relevant reviewer comments
	1,000 words

	Research alignment
	Broad disciplinary area and relevant research classification fields
	n/a

	Research alignment
	Alignment with the objectives of the Industry Fellowship Programme
	250 words

	Research alignment
	Research category: Industrial Research or Experimental Development
	n/a

	Research alignment
	Justification for the selected research category
	250 words

	Research funding
	Current, pending and expired research support
	n/a

	Research funding
	Explanation of any scientific overlap with current or pending funding
	1,000 words

	Research funding
	Confirmation that funding information is complete or that the applicant has no current, pending or expired funding
	n/a

	Industry Mentor
	Industry Mentor details
	n/a

	Industry Mentor
	Industry Mentor CV
	2 pages

	Academic Collaborator
	Academic Collaborator details
	Where applicable

	Academic Collaborator
	Academic Collaborator DORA-compliant CV
	2 pages

	Industry Partner
	Company name, location, annual turnover, enterprise size, business sector, employee numbers and ownership information
	n/a

	Industry Partner
	Enterprise description and business sector
	n/a

	Proposal summary information
	Keywords
	15 words

	Proposal summary
	Technical Abstract
	250 words

	Proposal summary
	Lay Abstract
	100 words

	Proposal document upload
	Proposal document outlining: Collaborative Research Project, Career Development, Potential for Impact, and Execution and Delivery, using provided template
	6 pages

	Upload
	Research Programme References
	1 page

	Personal Statement
	Applicant DORA-compliant Personal Statement
	2 pages

	Ethical considerations
	Declaration concerning research involving animals, human participants, human biological material, or identifiable or potentially identifiable data
	n/a

	Sex and gender dimension in research
	Explanation of how sex and/or gender considerations will be integrated into the proposal
	1,000 words

	Sex and gender dimension
	Justification where sex and/or gender considerations are not applicable
	1,000 words

	Budget
	Research category, enterprise size, applicable additional aid-intensity condition and requested grant-aid percentage
	n/a

	Budget
	Requested salary level
	Cat B and C only

	Budget
	Research Ireland requested budget
	n/a

	Budget
	Budget Justification
	1 page

	Budget
	Detailed project budget spreadsheet, including Research Ireland requested costs and the Industry Partner contribution
	Excel budget template

	Conflict of Interest
	Conflict-of-Interest Disclosure, including a management plan where an actual, potential or perceived conflict exists
	2 pages

	Letters of Support
	Letters of Support specified for the relevant applicant category
	2 pages per letter

	Declaration
	Confirmation of eligibility, compliance with legal and regulatory requirements, absence of duplicate funding, accuracy of information, and acceptance of the Research Ireland Grant General Terms and Conditions
	n/a

	Final check
	Review the generated proposal PDF and confirm that all mandatory fields, uploads and page limits are complete
	n/a



[bookmark: _Ref241589987][bookmark: _Toc241593966][bookmark: _Toc242099836]Letters of Support

The letters required will depend on the applicant category and circumstances. The grants management system will provide an upload area for Letters of Support, with a maximum length of two pages per letter. 
	Letter
	Applicant category or circumstance
	Limit

	Research Body Letter of Support
	All applicants
	2 pages

	Industry Partner Letter of Support
	All applicants
	2 pages

	Technology Transfer Office Letter of Support
	All applicants
	2 pages

	Academic Collaborator Letter of Support
	Mandatory for Category C and where applicable to Category B
	2 pages

	Additional category-specific Letter of Support
	Where required by the call document, for example Research Fellow salary or Fellowship-related justification
	2 pages per letter



Please note that in addition to the proposal documents, the Industry Partner is required to confidentially provide additional financial information/declarations, which must be emailed to Industry.Fellowship@researchireland.ie by a delegated officer of the company within two weeks of application submission. Template documents are available on the programme webpage. These documents will be used by Research Ireland to determine eligibility of the industry partner to participate in the programme. (Please see Section 10.2 for details on the required documentation).

[bookmark: _Toc241593967][bookmark: _Toc242099837]Main Proposal Document (maximum 6 pages)
Applicants must submit a main proposal document describing the proposed Fellowship and demonstrating how it will deliver value for the Fellow, the Industry Partner and the wider research and innovation ecosystem. The main proposal document should focus on the proposed collaboration, the research project, the career development opportunity, the potential impact of the Fellowship and the arrangements for delivery.

The main proposal document should address the following areas:
Collaborative Research Project
Describe the research challenge, opportunity or innovation to be addressed through the collaboration and explain its relevance to the Industry Partner. Applicants should outline the objectives of the project, the proposed research activities, and how the combined expertise of the Fellow and Industry Partner will contribute to achieving the intended outcomes. Describe the rationale for the collaboration and explain why the Industry Partner is the most appropriate host organisation for the Fellowship. Applicants should demonstrate how the collaboration will facilitate meaningful knowledge exchange, mutual learning and longer-term engagement between the partners.
Career Development Opportunity
Describe how the Fellowship will contribute to the Fellow's professional development, including the acquisition of new skills, knowledge, networks and experience. Applicants should outline the mentoring, training and development opportunities that will support the Fellow throughout the award.
Potential for Impact
Describe the anticipated benefits and impact of the Fellowship for the Fellow, Industry Partner, Research Body and, where appropriate, wider society or the economy. Applicants should outline plans for dissemination, uptake and exploitation of project outcomes, including any relevant intellectual property considerations.
Execution and Delivery
Provide a clear and credible plan for delivery of the Fellowship, including defined work packages and key activities, milestones and expected outputs, roles and responsibilities of the Fellow, Industry Mentor and any collaborators as relevant, details of the resources, facilities and support available within the Industry Partner organisation; and a Gantt chart illustrating the proposed timeline and sequencing of activities.

The Main Proposal Document should present a coherent, feasible and well-justified Fellowship plan that demonstrates how the collaborative project, partnership, career development activities and anticipated impacts will be delivered within the proposed timeframe and budget.

[bookmark: _Toc241593968][bookmark: _Toc242099838]DORA-compliant Personal Statement
Applicants must submit a DORA-compliant Personal Statement, maximum 2 pages, that should complement, rather than duplicate, the information provided in the main proposal document. While the main proposal document focuses on the proposed collaborative project, career development opportunity, potential impact, and execution and delivery of the Fellowship, the Personal Statement should focus on the applicant as an individual. It should provide a narrative account of the applicant's career journey, relevant experience, skills, achievements and motivations in applying for this Fellowship. 

Applicants are encouraged to highlight a broad range of contributions and accomplishments, including research, innovation, knowledge exchange, mentorship, leadership, engagement and other relevant activities, where appropriate. In keeping with the principles of the San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA) (see Section 12), the Personal Statement should focus on the quality, relevance and impact of these contributions rather than quantitative indicators of research performance. Reference to metrics such as journal impact factor, h-index and total number of publications are not permitted. If these metrics are included, they will be redacted prior to expert review.

[bookmark: _Toc241593969][bookmark: _Toc242099839]Applicant Acknowledgement and Research Body Approval
Submission of an application confirms that the applicant and Research Body have read and understood the Research Ireland Grant Terms and Conditions and that:
All eligibility requirements have been met 
The programme of research is in full agreement with all legal and regulatory matters governing research in Ireland
No aspect of this programme of research has been or is being currently funded from another source and that all details provided are correct.  
The programme of research represents my(our) original ideas.
All requirements of this call document have been met.

Failure to comply with these requirements may result in the application being deemed ineligible and withdrawn prior to review. Research Ireland's Grant Terms and Conditions shall govern the administration of any resulting award.

Applications must be submitted by an authorised representative of the host Research Body. By submitting an application, the Research Body confirms:
The eligibility of the applicantant 
That the requested budget including salaries/stipends, equipment, travel and consumables are in line with the guidance encompassed within the programme call, the Grant Budget Policy, Team Member Salary Scales and relevant National guidelines
The availability of infrastructure within the institution as outlined by the applicant in the research proposal
That the proposed research programme has not been funded from another source
That ethical approval will be sought and in place before the commencement of the relevant research programme, where required;
That the applicants are, or will be upon receipt of the grant, recognised as an employee of the Eligible Research Body (or Bodies) for the duration of the Grant (where applicable)
That the proposed research programme is in full agreement with all legal and regulatory matters governing research in Ireland.

[bookmark: _Toc241593970][bookmark: _Toc242099840]Assessment Process
All applications will first be assessed for eligibility and compliance with the requirements set out in this call document. Applications that do not meet the eligibility criteria or submission requirements may be withdrawn prior to review.

Eligible applications will then undergo external peer review by a Virtual Panel comprising a large number of international experts with relevant disciplinary and sectoral expertise. Reviewers are selected based on their expertise, and proposals are assigned accordingly. Each reviewer will typically be asked to assess a number of applications (between 5-9 typically) and provide scores and comments against the published review criteria and associated weightings outlined below. All reviewers engaged by Research Ireland are required to adhere to the Research Ireland Reviewer Code of Conduct, including requirements relating to confidentiality, impartiality and the management of conflicts of interest.

Following completion of the external review process, reviewer scores and comments will be considered by an Internal Review Panel convened by Research Ireland. The Industry Fellowship Programme is a competitive funding programme, and applications within each assessment batch will be ranked based on the outcomes of external peer review. Funding recommendations will be informed by reviewer scores, reviewer comments, available budget and the overall objectives of the programme. In the event that two or more applications receive the same final score, Research Ireland reserves the right to apply additional ranking considerations in order to determine funding recommendations. Research Ireland reserves the right to modify the review process where necessary. Written reviewer feedback will be provided to applicants following completion of the assessment process. 


[bookmark: _Toc241593971][bookmark: _Toc242099841]Review Criteria
Applications will be assessed against four equally weighted criteria, each contributing 25% of the overall score.

[bookmark: _Toc241593972][bookmark: _Toc242099842]Collaborative Research Project 
Clarity of the research objectives and rationale for the Fellow undertaking the project in collaboration with the Industry Partner.
Quality, originality and relevance of the proposed research activity.
Suitability and/or complementarity of the Fellow’s expertise to work with the Industry Partner on the proposed research programme.
Consideration of relevant factors, including sex and/or gender dimensions where appropriate to the research area.
[bookmark: _Toc241593973][bookmark: _Toc242099843]Career Development 
Quality and relevance of the proposed Fellowship placement experience and training for the applicant's career development.
Suitability of the applicant's skills, experience and motivation to undertake the proposed Fellowship, as evidenced through the application and Personal Statement.
Potential for the Fellowship to develop the applicant's knowledge, skills, professional networks and future career opportunities, including enhancing career prospects and employability (for Category B and C applicants) or helping to shape and inform the future direction of the applicant's research programme and external engagement (for Category A applicants).
Quality of the mentoring, training and professional development opportunities provided through the Fellowship.
[bookmark: _Toc241593974][bookmark: _Toc242099844]Potential for Impact
Potential benefits of the Fellowship for the applicant, Industry Partner and where relevant, for the Research Body.
Potential for the project to strengthen collaboration and knowledge exchange between academia and enterprise.
Potential for longer-term relationships, future collaboration or additional research and innovation activity arising from the Fellowship.
Appropriateness of the plans for dissemination, uptake and exploitation of project outcomes.
[bookmark: _Toc241593975][bookmark: _Toc242099845]Execution and Delivery 
Feasibility and coherence of the proposed work plan and Fellowship activities.
Appropriateness of the host environment, resources and support available to deliver the project successfully.
Quality of the arrangements for embedding the Fellow within the Industry Partner and facilitating meaningful engagement.
Demonstrated commitment of the Industry Partner to support delivery of the Fellowship and achieving the proposed objectives

To support a consistent assessment process, reviewers will use the scoring rubric below when evaluating applications against each of the four review criteria. The descriptions provide a guide to the characteristics associated with each score.

	Score
	 Collaborative Research Project
	Career Development Opportunity
	Potential for Impact
	Execution and Delivery

	1
	Quality of Collaborative Research Project is not in line with programme objectives
	Very low career development potential
	Very low impact potential
	Execution and Delivery plans not credible

	2
	Collaborative Research Project has serious deficiencies
	Low career development potential
	Low impact potential
	Poor Execution and Delivery plans

	3
	Collaborative Research Project is lacking in one or two critical aspects; key issues need to be addressed
	Good career development potential
	Good impact potential
	Good Execution and Delivery plans

	4
	High quality of Collaborative Research Project in most respects
	High career development potential
	High impact potential
	High Quality Execution and Delivery plans

	5
	Outstanding quality of Collaborative Research Project
	Outstanding career development potential
	Outstanding impact potential
	Outstanding Execution and Delivery plans


Note: Reviewers may award whole or half scores (e.g. 3.5 or 4.5). Scores for each criterion are weighted equally (25%) to calculate the overall application score. Final funding decisions are at the sole and exclusive discretion of Research Ireland.
[bookmark: _Toc241593976][bookmark: _Toc242099846]Fast Track Assessment
Research Ireland may, at its discretion, offer a fast-track assessment route for proposals that represent a significant strategic opportunity or where there is a compelling time-sensitive need. Eligibility for fast-track assessment will be determined by Research Ireland on a case-by-case basis. Proposals approved for this route will undergo an accelerated but proportionate assessment process. Funding recommendations and decisions may be made outside the scheduled batch assessment rounds.

[bookmark: _Toc241593977][bookmark: _Toc242099847][bookmark: _Ref242099860][bookmark: _Ref242099895]State aid
The Industry Fellowship Programme is subject to EU State aid rules, and in particular Article 25 of the General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER).[footnoteRef:14] The GBER stipulates the levels of funding support (grant aid) that can be provided by Research Ireland for research and development projects.[footnoteRef:15] The level of Research Ireland funding, i.e. aid intensity, depends on: [14:  EU Commission Regulation (EC) No. 651/2014  as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/1315 (referred to collectively as the "GBER").]  [15:  https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/state-aid/] 

the category of research being undertaken; 
the size of the Industry Partner company; and
whether the results of the project are widely disseminated.

Applicants must therefore provide information on the total eligible project costs including the Industry Partner's contribution as part of the application. Research Ireland funding can only support a proportion of the total eligible project costs, while the remaining costs are met by the Industry Partner. 

Industry Partner contributions are typically in-kind and should include costs directly associated with the delivery of the project, such as:
Staff time contributed by the Industry Partner to support or participate in the project;
Costs associated with the use of equipment, facilities and infrastructure required for the project;
Materials, consumables and other operating expenses incurred by the Industry Partner;
Consultancy, subcontracting or other project-related costs incurred by the Industry Partner, where applicable.

All Industry Partner contributions must be directly related to the project, supported by appropriate records and calculated in accordance with the company's normal accounting practices. 

Research Ireland funding under this programme must not be used for any purpose or activity other than as approved in writing by Research Ireland. Further, funding under this programme must not be used to subsidise the costs of an activity that an Industry Partner would typically incur, and must not compensate for the normal business risk of an economic activity.

The information provided in this call document in relation to the EU State aid rules is by way of guidance only and should not be construed as legal advice. Applicants are advised to seek independent legal advice in advance of applying to Research Ireland for funding where further clarification is required.

[bookmark: _Ref241590020][bookmark: _Toc241593978][bookmark: _Toc242099848]Research Categories
The Industry Fellowship Programme supports collaborative projects that align with the EU State aid categories of Industrial Research or Experimental Development. 
[bookmark: _Toc241593979][bookmark: _Toc242099849]Industrial Research
planned research or critical investigation aimed at the acquisition of new knowledge and skills for developing new products, processes or services or for bringing about a significant improvement in existing products, processes or services, including digital products, processes or services, in any area, technology, industry or sector (including, but not limited to, digital industries and technologies, such as supercomputing, quantum technologies, blockchain technologies, artificial intelligence, cyber security, big data and cloud technologies). 
comprises the creation of component parts of complex systems and may include the construction of prototypes in a laboratory environment or an environment with simulated interfaces to existing systems as well as of pilot lines, when necessary for the industrial research and notably for generic technology validation.

[bookmark: _Toc241593980][bookmark: _Toc242099850]Experimental Development
means acquiring, combining, shaping and using existing scientific, technological, business and other relevant knowledge and skills with the aim of developing new or improved products, processes or services, including digital products, processes or services, in any area, technology, industry or sector (including, but not limited to, digital industries and technologies, such as supercomputing, quantum technologies, blockchain technologies, artificial intelligence, cyber security, big data and cloud or edge technologies).
this may also encompass, for example, activities aimed at the conceptual definition, planning and documentation of new products, processes or services. 
may comprise prototyping, demonstrating, piloting, testing and validation of new or improved products, processes or services in environments representative of real-life operating conditions, where the primary objective is to make further technical improvements on products, processes or services that are not substantially set. 
this may include the development of a commercially usable prototype or pilot which is necessarily the final commercial product, and which is too expensive to produce for it to be used only for demonstration and validation purposes. 
experimental development does not include routine or periodic changes made to existing products, production lines, manufacturing processes, services and other operations in progress, even if those changes may represent improvements.

Applicants should consult with the full definitions of these research categories set out in Articles 2(84), 2(85), 2(86) and 2(87) of the GBER[footnoteRef:16] when determining the most appropriate classification for their project. Applicants, in consultation with their Industry Mentor and, where appropriate, their Technology Transfer Office, are responsible for selecting and justifying the proposed research category provided in the application. Research Ireland reserves the right to make the final determination on project classification. [16:  EU Commission Regulation (EC) No. 651/2014  as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/1315 (referred to collectively as the "GBER")] 


[bookmark: _Toc241593981][bookmark: _Toc242099851]Enterprise Size
The European Commission defines what qualifies as a small or medium-sized enterprise (SME). In general, the staff headcount and financial thresholds determine the enterprise categorisation. These ceilings apply to the figures for individual entities only. An entity that is part of a larger group may also need to include staff headcount/turnover/balance sheet data from that group.


	Enterprise Size
	Number of employees AND 
	Annual Turnover OR
	Annual Balance Sheet

	Small
	1-49
	<€10M
	<€10M

	Medium
	50-249
	<€50M
	<€43M

	Large
	>250
	>€50M
	>€43M



Under the GBER, Research Ireland funding, or aid intensity, can vary from 25% to a maximum of 80% of the total eligible project costs depending on the research category, the size of the Industry Partner, and on whether the project outputs will be widely disseminated, as outlined in the table below.

	
	Industry Partner Enterprise Size

	Category of Research: R&D Projects
	Small
	Medium
	Large

	Industrial Research
	70%
	60%
	50%

	Experimental Development
	45%
	35%
	25%

	Category of Research: R&D Collaborative Projects plus at least one additional requirement in point c below is fulfilled
	

	Industrial Research
	80%
	75%
	65%

	Experimental Development
	60%
	50%
	40%



The maximum Research Ireland contribution to the cost of the Fellowship is €130,000 direct costs to support the Fellow’s salary/teaching buy-out, mobility/travel and open access costs only. The Industry Partner must support the remaining costs related to the project in line with the permitted aid intensities.

The baseline funding rate for each Fellowship project is determined as follows: 
50% of the total eligible costs for Industrial Research 
25% of the total eligible costs for Experimental Development

The funding rate for Industrial Research and Experimental Development projects may be increased up to a maximum aid intensity of 80% of the total eligible costs as follows: 
a) by 10% for medium-sized enterprises  
b) by 20% for small enterprises 
c) by a further 15% (available to all Industry Partners irrespective of enterprise size) if 	one of the following conditions is satisfied:  
(i) the results of the project are widely disseminated through conferences, 	publication, open access repositories, or free or open-source software. 	[Research Ireland will monitor awards to ensure outputs are widely 	disseminated] 
(ii) the beneficiary commits to, on a timely basis, make available licences for 	research results of grant aided research and development projects, which are 	protected by intellectual property rights, at a market price and on a non-	exclusive and non-discriminatory basis for use by interested parties in the 	European Economic Area (EEA).
(iii) The R&D project is carried out in an assisted region fulfilling the conditions of Article 107(3)(a) Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU).

Total Project Costs and Budget Submission
Applicants must submit a fully costed project budget, including both the costs requested from Research Ireland and the Industry Partner's contribution. All costs must be directly attributable to the project, supported by appropriate records and calculated in accordance with standard accounting practices.

Eligible Industry Partner costs may include:
Personnel costs for staff contributing to the project;
Costs associated with the use of equipment, facilities and infrastructure required for the project;
Contractual research, consultancy services, and licensed knowledge or intellectual property used for the project; and
Materials, consumables and other operating costs incurred directly as a result of the project.

A budget template is available on the programme webpage and must be completed and submitted as part of the application. The template is designed to assist applicants in demonstrating compliance with the applicable State aid intensity limits.

Successful applicants will be required to provide confirmation of the Industry Partner's contribution as part of the final reporting process.

Undertakings in Difficulty
Under EU State aid rules, Research Ireland cannot provide funding where the Industry Partner is considered an "undertaking in difficulty". This term is defined in the General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER).[footnoteRef:17] In general, an undertaking is in difficulty when it has lost more than half of its capital as a result of accumulated losses.  [17:  See article 2(18) of the GBER https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2014/651/oj/eng] 


To assess compliance with these requirements, Industry Partners will be required to confidentially provide financial information including the latest set of financial records and financial declarations as part of the application process, using the templates provided on the programme webpage. This information will be kept confidential and used solely to determine the organisation's eligibility to participate in the programme. A detailed definition of an undertaking in difficulty and the information required from Industry Partners is provided in the programme FAQs. An undertaking is broadly defined by the European Court as any entity engaged in economic activity, regardless of their legal status and the way in which they are financed. An economic activity consists of offering goods and services in the market. Grants under this Programme will be awarded subject to compliance with State aid, and will be subject to Article 25 of GBER.[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  EU Commission Regulation (EC) No. 651/2014  as amended by Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/1315 (referred to collectively as the "GBER").] 



[bookmark: _Ref241590249][bookmark: _Toc241593982][bookmark: _Toc242099852]Relevant policies

[bookmark: _Toc241593983][bookmark: _Toc242099853]Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 
Research Ireland is committed to building equality, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) within the Irish research and innovation sector. The Agency recognises that excellent research stems from diverse and inclusive teams, which reflect our society and the communities we serve. As such, Research Ireland aspires to proactively lead in driving the EDI agenda forward through the research and research teams that it funds.   
In Research Ireland’s External Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) Strategy 2023-2028,[footnoteRef:19] increasing the number of women and members of Historically Underserved Communities in Applicant Teams are key objectives. As such, women and members of Historically Underserved Communities are strongly encouraged to apply to this programme. Further details on Research Ireland’s data on application submission and success rates by gender (binary) can be found on the Research Ireland website.[footnoteRef:20] [19:  https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/equality-diversity-and-inclusion/]  [20:  https://www.researchireland.ie/funded-research/gender-dashboard/ ] 


Gender data fields on Research Ireland’s Grants and Awards Management System, have been expanded to encompass more inclusive gender identifiers. These expanded gender identifier fields support those objectives described in Research Ireland’s External EDI Strategy, which aims to be a key driver of an inclusive research culture, lead in minimising barriers to participation in the research endeavour and ensure that its investment reflects the input of researchers that are representative of society, and thus the outputs are relevant to society. Gender data gathered will inform the diversity of the applicant group. It will help to inform future iterations of this and similar programme calls. The data gathered will also inform how we can best improve the representation of other Historically Underserved Communities, including individuals from underrepresented genders, in our portfolio of grants awarded.

[bookmark: _Toc241593984][bookmark: _Toc242099854]Personal Statement Compliance with San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA) 
Research Ireland is a signatory of the San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA)[footnoteRef:21] and, as such, is aligning its review and evaluation processes with DORA principles. Research Ireland has reinforced its commitment to the core principles by joining DORA as a member.[footnoteRef:22] To complement these activities and further reinforce Research Ireland’s commitment to responsible research assessment, Research Ireland is also a signatory to the Agreement on Reforming Research Assessment[footnoteRef:23] and a member of the Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment (CoARA).[footnoteRef:24]  [21:  https://sfdora.org/read/]  [22:  Contributor level membership]  [23:  https://coara.eu/app/uploads/2022/09/2022_07_19_rra_agreement_final.pdf]  [24:  https://coara.eu/] 


To this end, all types of research output are recognised, and Research Ireland is committed to assessing the quality and impact of research through a holistic approach, including means other than journal-based indicators/metrics and research performance-based indicators/metrics such as impact factors and H-index. In the spirit of supporting open research and as a signatory to Ireland’s National Action Plan for Open Research 2022-2030[footnoteRef:25] and a signatory of Plan S,[footnoteRef:26] Research Ireland will also consider a commitment to making data and other types of research open and accessible.  [25:  National-Action-Plan-for-Open-Research-webversion.pdf]  [26:  https://www.coalition-s.org/] 


In keeping with these principles, applicants to the Industry Fellowship Programme will submit a Personal Statement rather than a narrative CV. The Personal Statement should enable reviewers to assess the applicant’s suitability for the proposed Fellowship, including relevant experience, skills, achievements, contributions and career development, while recognising a broad range of research and professional activities. 

Applicants should not include journal impact factors, h-index values, citation counts, rankings, total publication counts, or other publication- or journal-based metrics within the Personal Statement. Reviewers will be asked to focus on the quality, relevance and contribution of the applicant’s experience and achievements rather than quantitative metrics. 

[bookmark: _Toc241593985][bookmark: _Toc242099855]Ethical Issues 
All applicants, in particular those expecting to carry out research involving the use of animals, human participants, biological material or identifiable (or potentially identifiable) data, are required to complete an ethical issues questionnaire within the grants management system, which forms part of the application. The project proposal section must include a description of the proposed research and methodology relating to the intended animal- and/or human-based studies. Guidance on the ethical and scientific issues related to such studies is provided on our website.[footnoteRef:12301] For any studies where research involving the use of animals, human participants, biological material or identifiable (or potentially identifiable) data will be conducted outside of Ireland, applicants must ensure that this research will comply with both Irish legislation and the legislation of the jurisdiction in which the work takes place. Research Ireland will require evidence that relevant ethical and regulatory approval has been granted for studies involving human or animal subjects prior to an award commencing. In cases where such research does not commence until a later stage of an award, Research Ireland may permit submission of ethical and regulatory approvals following the award start date but prior to commencement of the research involving animal and/or human subjects. [12301:  https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/ethical-policies/ ] 


[bookmark: _Toc241593986][bookmark: _Toc242099856]Sex and Gender Dimension in Research
As part of the application, applicants must consider whether biological sex and/or social gender are relevant to the proposed research and, where appropriate, explain how these factors have been incorporated into the research design, methodology, analysis, interpretation and dissemination of results. This section relates to the proposed research only and should not include information on equality, diversity and inclusion within the research team or host organisations.

In accordance with Research Ireland’s Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) Strategy, all applicants must complete a statement articulating the consideration of biological sex and/or social gender variables in their research proposal. Please consult the Guidance for Applicants on Ethical and Scientific Issues[footnoteRef:28] for resources on how to address the sex and/or gender dimension of research in your grant. Do not include information on how you have addressed gender equality, diversity, and inclusion in your research team/environment; this should be addressed in your CV, should you choose to highlight. Applicants should consider the following questions: Is sex as a biological variable relevant to the proposed research? Is gender as a socio-cultural factor relevant to the proposed research? Where sex and/or gender are relevant, applicants should describe how these considerations have been incorporated into the research proposal. Where they are not relevant, applicants should provide a justification explaining why this is the case. [28:  https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/ethical-policies/ ] 


[bookmark: _Toc241593987][bookmark: _Toc242099857]Clinical Trials
Clinical trials and investigations requiring approval from the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) are not eligible for support under the Industry Fellowship Programme.

[bookmark: _Toc241593988][bookmark: _Toc242099858]Open Research
In line with Research Ireland’s Interim Open Research Policy,[footnoteRef:29] Fellowship applications may request open access publishing costs; these costs should be included under the ‘Materials’ cost heading in the budget table and must be justified in the budget justification. No other materials or consumables costs will be supported by Research Ireland.  [29:  https://www.researchireland.ie/funding-policies/open-research/ ] 


[bookmark: _Toc241593989][bookmark: _Toc242099859]Questions 
Please read this call document thoroughly. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) are available on the programme webpage. For general queries, including eligibility queries, please contact the Research Office of the Research Body you intend to submit your application through. For additional information or clarification, please contact:
Industry.Fellowship@researchireland.ie
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