


Research in Ireland Barometer 2026
Frequently Asked Questions
1. What is the Barometer?
The Barometer helps Research Ireland understand how people in Ireland think about research and how they experience it in everyday life. The 2020 Barometer used a representative survey to reflect the whole population and only measured public attitudes to science. 

The 2026 Barometer is exploring attitudes to research in Ireland. It focuses on people’s experiences, as well as their opinions. It also looks at how these experiences differ between people and across different situations. The Barometer supports Research Ireland’s role in helping people better understand the value of research and innovation. It is a starting point to help improve future public engagement and communications.


How will information be collected?
We are collecting information in two ways: 
a. SenseMaker® survey: We ask a small number of questions about you, then your views on research in Ireland, and finally invite you to share a short story about your experience of research. This approach helps us understand not just what you think, but you make sense of research in everyday life.
b. Community focus groups: We are also holding focus groups in communities across Ireland, both online and in person. These are small group discussions where people can talk more about their experiences. They help us explore ideas from the survey in more detail, especially with people whose voices are not always heard.


What is SenseMaker®?
SenseMaker® is a survey platform that helps people share their experiences. Instead of only asking fixed questions, it lets people describe their experience in their own words and explain what that experience means to them. This helps us understand not just what people think, but how they make sense of research in everyday life.

Why has Research Ireland chosen to use SenseMaker®
Research Ireland is using SenseMaker® to understand how people in Ireland experience and think about research. SenseMaker® helps Research Ireland to:
a. Understand what people mean by “research”: Research Ireland supports many different areas of research. SenseMaker® helps us understand what people think “research” means to them. 
b. Capture different experiences and views: Most surveys are used to count how many people share a view. SenseMaker® focuses on how and why people form their views, and how experiences can differ from one person to another.
c. Find patterns in people’s stories: SenseMaker® allows us to look for patterns across many responses, while still keeping people’s own words and experiences. This helps us see shared themes without losing detail.
d. Support a combined approach: We are using the SenseMaker® survey together with focus groups. Bringing these together helps us better understand people’s experiences and why different perspectives can emerge.


Where and when will the focus groups be held?
Focus groups will take place during the summer of 2026. They will be held both online and in person, in different locations across Ireland. If you are interested in taking part, please email barometer@researchireland.ie


Will the 2026 Barometer be representative of the Irish population?
No. The 2026 Barometer is not designed to represent the whole population. Research Ireland is clear that this project is not being used to replace traditional market research surveys or to predict public opinion. Instead, it helps build a starting point for understanding how people experience and think about research in their everyday lives. The 2026 Barometer combines a survey and focus groups, with people choosing to take part. This means it is not a representative sample of the population.


What are the strengths and limitations of this approach?

Strengths
· Gives deeper insight into people’s real experiences
· Helps capture different views and experiences
· Can include a wide range of voices
· Supports deeper engagement over time

Limitations
· Does not represent the whole population
· Does not provide headline percentages 
· Results are less familiar to some audiences and need clear communication
· Focuses on understanding experiences, rather than generalising results


How will accessibility and inclusion be addressed?
Accessibility is a key part of the Barometer 2026. We will:
· use clear, plain English
· test the survey with different groups of people
· offer different ways to take part, including online, paper and in-person

The survey is also available in Irish. We will work with community partners and run focus groups to help include a wider range of voices.


How will the findings be analysed and reported?
The findings will be analysed using SenseMaker®, which helps us look for patterns in people’s experiences and views. We will bring together:
· survey responses
· people’s stories
· feedback from focus groups

This will help us understand patterns across different people and groups. The project is being guided by an independent Expert Advisory Group. The main output will be a final report that brings together all the findings. This report will be available on our website at the end of 2026 and will be used to support learning, engagement, and future planning at Research Ireland. 

I still have questions. Who can I contact?
If you still have a query about the Barometer Project, please get in touch with:
Dr Rachel Iredale
Head of Public Engagement with Research 
Research Ireland
Email: Rachel.Iredale@ResearchIreland.ie 
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