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Ulysses Programme FAQs

FAQs will be published every Thursday until 21 May 2026 (16:00 local Irish time). 

New questions will be marked **New** 
Updated questions will be marked **Updated** 

Questions are grouped under the following headings: 

1. Eligibility 
2. Applying to the Programme 
3. Conditions of Award

If you do not find the answer to your query in the Call Documentation, you should contact the research office in your proposed institution which will provide information and clarification on the call. Research Offices can send any queries they are unable to clarify to ulysses@researchireland.ie


Terms of Reference 
While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of this document, it is provided for information purposes only and as a guide to expected developments. It is not intended, and should not be relied upon, as any form of warranty, representation, undertaking, contractual, or other commitment binding in law upon Research Ireland, the Government of Ireland, or any of their respective servants or agents. Research Ireland Terms and Conditions of Research Grants shall govern the administration of Research Ireland grants and awards to the exclusion of this and any other oral, written, or recorded statement.  






1. Eligibility
Q1a: Is the Ireland-France scheme open to applications from Ulster University in Northern Ireland?
No. Eligible Irish-based research partner(s) must be postdoctoral researchers and/or independent researchers in an Eligible Research Body.
Q1b: Is the participation of Early Career Researchers (ECRs) mandatory? And how is an ECR defined?
The participation of early career researchers is mandatory. An early career researcher is defined as a current PhD student, or a postdoc who has submitted their PhD thesis within the last 5 years.
Q1c: I was wondering if the Early Career Researcher (ECR) working with the Irish-based applicant must be at the same university in Ireland as the Irish based applicant? 
An ECR named on an application can be based at a different university in Ireland, as long as it is an eligible Irish HEI or research performing organisation. Any travel and subsistence expenses associated with the ECR’s participation, will need to be managed by the main applicant’s research finance office. Applicants should clearly justify the collaboration with another HEI/organisation. 
Q1d: Is it permissible for the Early Career Researcher, working with the Irish based applicant, to be in another EU country, for example the Netherlands?
No. All Irish-based team members should be based in an eligible Irish HEI or research performing organisation. 
Q1e: Do the Early Career Researchers named in an application need to have a contract for the duration of the entire Ulysses award? Since the programme is for training could we list PhD students that may graduate 1 or 1.5 years after the start of the Ulysses programme considering that they could pursue research during the first year of the programme and help to initiate the collaboration? 

The Irish team lead on the Ulysses award needs to have a contract that covers the duration of the award. However, additional team members such as Early Career Researchers may be in place for some, or all, of the award. It would be expected that an Early Career Researcher would have an active role for the majority of the project. 

Q1f: Could we also consider including new PhD students that will be recruited at the start of the Programme? I have a couple that will be starting in the Autumn.  
Yes. Applicants can include Early Career Researchers who are expected to join an eligible Irish HEI or research performing organisation In time for the award start date in January 2027.  As confirmed in Section 5 of the Call Document, applicants should submit a one‑page CV for each team member in both Ireland and France, including the early‑career researchers. 

Q1g: I am writing to seek clarification regarding the scope of eligible research areas under the Ulysses Programme. Specifically, I would like to confirm whether research collaboration is limited to any particular disciplines or if proposals in emerging and cutting‑edge technology areas are also encouraged.

Applications seeking support for collaboration on research in any discipline are welcomed. Applicants will need to select a Primary Area from the ‘List of Primary Areas & Disciplines’ list, included as a download on Research Ireland’s Ulysses Programme webpage. 

Q1h: Is a tenured academic eligible for the grant? 

Yes, a tenured academic is eligible to apply. 

2. Applying to the Programme
Q2a: Do I submit the main application on behalf of both institutions, while the French partner only submits their required forms? Or does each partner submit a full proposal separately?

An application submitted by an Irish-based research partner(s) to Research Ireland must be matched by an application submitted by the French-based research partner(s) to Campus France, otherwise the research project proposal will be deemed ineligible. 

3. Conditions of the Award
Q3a: Is the maximum fund allowed in this call €2,500 or €5,000 for each individual country?
Awards will be up to a maximum of €5,000 each to Irish- and French-based research partner(s) to cover travel and living expenses. This means the Irish based researcher may receive up to €5,000, and the French based researcher may also receive up to €5,000.  Overnight subsistence rates for researcher(s) based in Ireland travelling to France must be calculated in accordance with Irish civil service rates. 
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