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UK-Ireland collaboration in the Creative Economy – Research Networking Awards

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Version 7_Updated: 13.03.2026 (new FAQs highlighted in yellow)

If you do not find the answer to your query in the Call Documentation or FAQ document, you should contact the Research Office in your proposed institution, which will provide information and clarification on the Call.

Research Offices may contact creative.economies@researchireland.ie for queries relating to the Irish Co-Lead Applicant

Non-academic organisations with an interest in partnering on the programme
may contact creative.economies@researchireland.ie

For queries relating to the UK Co-Lead Applicant please contact international@ahrc.ukri.org 

For details on the call and how to apply please visit the UKRI Funding Service (TFS)


	
Updated 13.03.2026

Can you clarify the project team terminology and who can be included in the application?

Uk and Irish lead applicants
All applications consist of two PI applicants only: an Irish lead and UK lead PI applicant. Applications can include multiple researchers but there must only be one nominated ‘lead’ from UK and one ‘lead’ from Ireland.

Team members
Team members may be added and may be from the same institution as PI lead applicants. These additional researchers should be included on the TFS application as ‘Project co-lead’ if based in the UK or ‘Project co-lead (international)’ if based in Ireland. As stated above, there can only be two PI lead applicants per application. Letters of support are not required for team member co-leads.

Project Partners
Project partners can also be included. A project partner is a collaborating organisation (not the organisation to which the Irish co-lead is affiliated) who will have an integral role in the proposed research. For project partners, a letter of support endorsed by the project partner organisation must be included in the application.

Is it possible to cost time for any other project participants in the Irish budget?

Teaching buyout/teaching replacement costs for the Irish-lead PI (but not other team members) are an eligible direct cost and may be pro rata. Contributions to the salary of the applicant are not eligible costs. Research Ireland will provide contributions to the salaries of team members according to the guidelines set out in the Interim Grants Budget Policy (4.1.2 Overview of Team Members). Salary costs are not eligible for partners based outside of the Irish lead PI’s eligible research body.

I wish to cover consultancy costs for my Irish budget in both Ireland and the UK (with both British and Irish consultants), is this permitted?

The costs eligible for grant support by Research Ireland under the AHRC-Research Ireland Partnership are those costs which can, uniquely and unambiguously, be identified with the Irish component of the proposed research project. The Irish co-lead must give details of all relevant costs, these may include consultancy costs if fully justified.

Can you provide clarification regarding the % Research Ireland co-lead commitment and the % AHRC project lead commitment as outlined in the AHRC-Research Ireland Application Cover Sheet?

This section is for the lead applicants to confirm the time they will dedicate to the project.

In the AHRC-Research Ireland Budget Form, the budget table includes a line for overhead, however, the Research Ireland Guidance for Irish Co-lead document states that ‘Direct costs only should be included in the requested Research Ireland budget’. Could you please advise on how to complete the budget table?

You may complete the Budget Table as presented in the Budget Form, please ensure to state the total direct costs.

Who is required to sign the project partner letter of support?

For project partners, a letter of support endorsed by the project partner organisation must be included in the application. This letter should be signed by an appropriate person in the partner organisation with the authority to approve the participation of the organisation. 


	
Could you confirm if a researcher could be hired on a short-term contract specifically for the duration of the project, or whether the role must be filled by someone who already holds an existing university contract?

A team member can be recruited to the project on a short-term contract. Please see  the guidelines set out in the Research Ireland Interim Grant Budget Policy (4.1.2 Overview of Team Member). Please note contributions to the salary of the Irish lead applicant are not eligible costs.

Is there any guidance on what proportion of a researcher’s time can be funded through this scheme (for example a percentage of FTE)?

Teaching buyout/teaching replacement costs for the Irish-lead PI (but not other team members) are an eligible direct cost and may be pro rata. These are used to alleviate the Irish-lead PI’s commitments and to facilitate their participation as PI. Costs may be requested to facilitate the reallocation of existing commitments of the Irish-lead PI in order that they can devote appropriate time and effort to successfully completing the award. A value equal to point 1 on the Research Ireland salary scale for Postdoctoral Researchers may be charged to the project to facilitate the Irish PI’s leadership of the project. As part of the reporting requirements, the Irish-lead PI will be required to report on how the replacement costs have been allocated.

Can you provide more information regarding the letter of support for project partners?

A project partner is a collaborating organisation who will have an integral role in the proposed research. A letter of support must be provided from each project partner included in the application. This should be submitted as part of the ‘Project partners (UK & Ireland): letters (or emails) of support’ in the TFS. For further details on the requirements for project partners please read ‘How to Apply’ section of the TFS. Please ensure that the letter of support is endorsed by the project partner organisation.

I am an Irish lead PI and wish to involve a member of staff from a different Irish Research Body as a partner, can I allocate part of my budget to pay for time for the involvement of specialist staff in the Research Body to participate in the project?

Teaching buyout/teaching replacement costs are eligible direct costs for the Irish-lead PI only. They are not eligible costs for other team members or partners. Please consult the Research Ireland Interim Grant Budget Policy for guidance on the recruitment of team members and other costs. 

I am an Irish lead applicant and wish to include a Research Body that is not my host Research Body as a project partner, would this Research Body partner be entitled to overhead costs?

In addition to direct costs, Research Ireland also makes an indirect or overhead contribution to the host Research Body of the Irish lead applicant only, which is reflected as a percentage of the direct costs (excluding equipment). Overheads are payable as a contribution to the host Research Body for the indirect costs of hosting Research Ireland-funded research programmes. 

Is it possible for people to participate in more than one application?

It is not possible for the proposed Irish-lead to participate in more than one application. For UK-lead requirements please contact international@ahrc.ukri.org. 

It is possible for other team members to participate on more than one application, provided that they would be contractually able to participate if they were involved in multiple successful applications.

We wish to hold an event in Ireland that includes Irish and UK team members, can costs for travel for all team members be included for this event?

Any events held by either partner where the cost for attendance of team members i.e., travel costs, can be fully justified in line with the provided guidance for the Irish-lead, including the Research Ireland Interim Grant Budget Policy, and where the proposed event is line with deliverables of the joint project, may be considered.

Can you provide more information regarding the letter of support for project partners?

A letter of support must be provided from each project partner included in the application. This should be submitted as part of the ‘Project partners (UK & Ireland): letters (or emails) of support’ in the TFS. For further details on the requirements for project partners please read ‘How to Apply’ section of the TFS.

What are the main Irish policy frameworks for the Call?

The Audio-Visual Action Plan and the Creative Ireland Industries Road Map. The underpinning policy context for the call is detailed on the TFS.

I have a 0.4 (40%) FTE permanent contract in my host research body, am I eligible to apply as Irish co-lead?

The minimum FTE requirement for the Irish Lead in their host research body is 50% FTE. The Irish Co-Lead must also be a member of academic staff in a Research Ireland Eligible Research Body, and hold either a permanent contract or a contract that covers the period of the grant.

Can the Irish Lead include researchers from other Irish research bodies as project partners and, if so, what partner documentation is required? 

Yes. A letter of support must be provided from each project partner organisation included in the application. This should be submitted as part of the ‘Project partners (UK & Ireland): letters (or emails) of support’ in the TFS.

Is this scheme only open to those that have a PHD?

The Irish-Lead must have a PhD to be eligible for the scheme, they must hold a doctoral degree at the time of application submission. For UK-lead requirements please consult AHRC research funding guide – UKRI.

Can the Irish applicant edit the application or just the UK?

Only the UK-lead is able to edit the application directly in the UKRI Funding Service, but other team members can view the application once they’re added onto the system.

Are there particular themes or area of focus for the networks? 

Applicants should consult the UKRI webpage for information on the creative industry sectors relevant to the programme. For the purpose of this bilateral funding opportunity, the consolidated list of subsectors to be considered is:
· advertising and marketing
· architecture
· crafts
· design (includes product, graphic and fashion design)
· film, TV, video, radio and photography
· IT, software, digital games and computer services
· publishing
· museums and galleries
· music, performing and visual arts

Are there restrictions on the size/scale/revenue of the outside academia research organizations?

No restrictions.

Do the UK and Irish team members need to come from Arts & Humanities disciplines?

In the case of Irish-team members, they may come from any discipline. Please contact AHRC with respect to UK team members. 

How many collaborators are permitted on each application?

There is no specific number of collaborators required on an application.

Each application must be joint led by eligible research organisations from the UK and Ireland. Both entities must have a project lead (PL). The UK team must be led by a researcher who meets AHRC’s individual eligibility criteria, proposing research which falls within the remit of AHRC.

The Irish team must be led by a researcher eligible to Research Ireland and which meet the criteria as mentioned above. Organisations from the creative industries sub-sectors on which the network will focus should be included as project partners.

How many industry partners are required?

None are required. However, the involvement of at least one industry partner is highly advised.

Can the awards be used against staff costs for the Irish side? 

The costs eligible for grant support by Research Ireland under the AHRC-Research Ireland Partnership are those costs which can, uniquely and unambiguously, be identified with the Irish component of the proposed research project. The Irish co-lead must give details of all relevant costs, including staff. Contributions to the salary of the lead-Irish applicant are not eligible costs. Research Ireland will provide contributions to fund the salaries of team members according to the guidelines set out in the Research Ireland Interim Grant Budget Policy (4.1.2 Overview of Team Member). Please note that PhD studentships are not eligible costs under this scheme. 

I am a Postdoctoral Researcher with Research Ireland Pathways Programme funding, am I eligible to apply? 

The UK-Ireland collaboration in the Creative Economy - Research Networking Awards is open to independent investigators only. Applicants will be expected to hold (or be guaranteed) a minimum 50% Full Time Equivalent contract with the host Research Body. Please see the Who Can Apply Policy for more information.
 
Because they are not considered to be independent investigators at the time of application, Postdoctoral Researchers are not eligible to apply to the UK-Ireland collaboration in the Creative Economy - Research Networking Awards Call, even if their host research body agrees that an academic staff member position will be provided to the applicant in the event of the application being funded. 

A letter of endorsement from the host Eligible Research Body of the Irish co-lead must be submitted as a letter of support in the project partner section of the application. This letter serves as the Research Body’s endorsement of the eligibility of the applicant.

Can you confirm if it is possible for an Irish researcher to be the Lead applicant on one proposal and a researcher-participant in another network proposal? 

It is not possible for the proposed project Irish-Lead to participate in more than one application.

Is any support provided to introduce Irish and British researchers and/or practitioners to one another in order to create bids?

Research Ireland will support a matchmaking service for non-academic partners who express an interest in partnering on the programme. A list of interested non-academic partners will be uploaded to the Research Ireland webpage. 

If non-academic organisations are interested but do not have research/academic contacts, please email creative.economies@researchireland.ie with a brief email to say what your organisation does, what your research needs/interests are in the context of this call, and a contact email address. These details will be posted on the Research Ireland webpage, for the information of Irish and UK lead applicants who may be seeking project partners. ​

Are institutions in Northern Ireland classed as UK institutions or Ireland institutions?

Institutions in Northern Ireland are classed as UK institutions.

Can researcher time be budgeted within an application?

For Irish Budgets please consult the Research Ireland Interim Grant Budget Policy. In respect of the specific issue of teaching buyout, teaching buyout/teaching replacement costs for the Irish-lead PI (but not other team members) are an eligible direct cost and may be pro rata. These are used to alleviate the Irish-lead PI’s commitments and to facilitate their participation as PI. Costs may be requested to facilitate the reallocation of existing commitments of the Irish-lead PI in order that they can devote appropriate time and effort to successfully completing the award. A value equal to point 1 on the Research Ireland salary scale for Postdoctoral Researchers may be charged to the project to facilitate the Irish PI’s leadership of the project. As part of the reporting requirements, the Irish-lead PI will be required to report on how the replacement costs have been allocated. 

Recruitment of staff must be done openly, through public advertisement. Institutional rates should be used for all staff costs sought. The salary requested must include provisions for PRSI, and Employer Pension Contribution, if applicable. PhD stipends are not an eligible cost. 

Please note: Irish-lead PI salary is not an eligible cost, and salary costs are not eligible for partners based outside of the Irish-lead PI’s Eligible Research Body.

For UK budgets, please consult the AHRC’s Research Funding Guide.

What kind of impact is expected exactly? Is it scoping or establishing a network? Or is there an expectation for more concrete impact?

As detailed in the Guidance documentation on the Research Ireland webpage, the programme aims to support transformational impact on the creative economy research between the UK and Ireland, which can include the development of new partnerships between researchers and stakeholders, the delivery of innovative research networking activities, involve genuine collaboration between research organisations and industry stakeholders, and further the sharing of best practice and knowledge exchange between institutions in Ireland and UK. 

Can you confirm the allowable direct costs for RoI partner - €35k or €31,150?

A maximum request of €35,000 direct costs for durations of 12 months will apply to the total Irish budget. An additional contribution to overhead costs (at 30%) will also be made.

What should I do if the area on which my network will focus does not fit neatly into one of the nine sub-sectors that are outlined in the call text?

In such cases, please select the sub-sector from the list that most closely relates to your application’s chosen focus, and then explain in further detail in the body of the application your application’s relevance to the call.

How many awards are expected to be made?

It is expected that five awards will be made.

How will the panel be formed?

The panel will be jointly formed by AHRC and Research Ireland. It will be co-chaired by two academics, one nominated by AHRC and one by Research Ireland.

Can you clarify the Irish and UK budgets?

Research Ireland funding
Research Ireland will provide up to €35,000 direct costs, excluding overheads at 30%.
Standard Research Ireland funding requirements apply to the Ireland component as outlined in Research Ireland’s Interim Grant Budget Policy.

AHRC-UKRI funding
The full economic cost of the UK component of your activities can be up to £35,000. AHRC will fund 80% of the full economic cost (up to £28,000). Standard AHRC funding requirements apply to the UK component as outlined in AHRC’s Research Funding Guide.

Can project partners be part of more than one networking application?

Yes, provided that they would be contractually able to participate if they were involved in multiple successful applications.

Is there an existing UK/Ireland database that will allow us explore potential project collaborations? 

Research Ireland will support a matchmaking service for non-academic partners who express an interest in partnering on the programme. A list of interested non-academic partners will be uploaded to the Research Ireland webpage.

Can the travel costs of project partners be costed in project budgets?

As per the Research Ireland Interim Grant Budget Policy, only reasonable and vouched travel and subsistence costs for journeys and events directly related to the Research Programme may be requested as eligible direct costs on the Research Ireland Grant. Funding requests to host collaborators in Ireland to work on the project may be considered. Please provide full justification for all requested travel costs.

Can non-public / industry groups focused on community arts and community development participate?

Yes.

Is there a minimum or maximum number of project team members?

The minimum is a UK-lead researcher and an Ireland-lead researcher. There is no maximum number of team members.
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