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Terms of Reference 

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of this document, it is provided for information purposes only and as a guide to expected developments. It is not intended, and should not be relied upon, as any form of warranty, representation, undertaking, contractual, or other commitment binding in law upon Taighde Éireann - Research Ireland (“Research Ireland”), the Government of Ireland, or any of their respective servants or agents. Research Ireland Grant Conditions (to include General Terms and Conditions and Letters of Offer) shall govern the administration of Research Ireland grants and awards to the exclusion of this and any other oral, written, or recorded statement. All responses to this Call for Submission of Proposals will be treated in confidence and no information contained therein will be communicated to any third party without the written permission of the applicant except insofar as is specifically required for the consideration and evaluation of the proposal or as may be required under law, including the Research and Innovation Act 2024 and the Freedom of Information Acts 1997, (Amendment) 2003 and 2014.
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1. [bookmark: _Toc222144751][bookmark: _Toc1869766534][bookmark: _Toc438424420][bookmark: _Toc1497849013][bookmark: _Toc2071466455]Overview of the scheme 
 
AHRC and Research Ireland are collaborating on a new research programme that will deliver transformational impact on creative economy research between the UK and Ireland. The programme will exploit complementary strengths in the creative economy between centres of excellence in both countries, leading to new and sustainable collaborations and strengthening world-class research and industry capacity across UK and Irish ecosystems.    

This funding opportunity aims to form research networks and conduct collaborative networking and partnership development activities between creative economy researchers and wider stakeholders in Ireland and the UK. Specifically, this opportunity aims to support a diverse range of projects that:  
 
· Build and consolidate new partnerships between researchers and stakeholders in the UK and Ireland and provide a platform for longer-term collaboration;  
· Deliver innovative research networking activities that are appropriately tailored to the themes and areas being addressed, such as workshops, seminars and / or other events and outreach, mobility, engagement and knowledge exchange activity;  
· Are genuinely collaborative and involve a balance of Research Organisations and industry stakeholders in both countries;  
· Promote the sharing of best practice and knowledge exchange between institutions in Ireland and the UK and clearly demonstrate the specific added value of enhanced collaboration in the field.
 
Under the collaboration between Research Ireland and AHRC agreement, a single joint proposal from applicants in both countries is submitted to UKRI Funding Service (TFS). The application is processed according to the normal procedures of AHRC Standard Grants, and funding by AHRC and Research Ireland is decided following a joint assessment process following the recommendation of the AHRC-Research Ireland panel. UK-based research groups will be funded by AHRC and Irish based research groups will be funded by Research Ireland. AHRC will accept joint applications for UK-Ireland Collaboration in the Creative Economy - Research Networking Awards by the call deadline.  The usual guidance for AHRC applicants applies for the UK team, along with the additional guidance provided below pertaining to the Irish co-lead, project co-leads and research programme. Further information can also be found on the UKRI AHRC website.

More information can be found in the TFS.




2. [bookmark: _Toc222144752]Applying to the scheme

AHRC is running this funding opportunity in collaboration with Research Ireland via the new UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) Funding Service. Please read carefully the guidance below on how to prepare a joint application as well as the additional documentation required by Research Ireland, which will be uploaded as part of the application.

A single joint proposal should be submitted to AHRC via TFS with the UK applicant designated as project lead and the Irish applicant designated as project co-lead (international). Please note this requirement is just for the submission process as there must be a UK and Irish project lead as part of the equitable partnership requirement.  
Only the lead UK research organisation can submit an application to UKRI. The UK project lead is responsible for completing the application process on the Funding Service, but we expect all team members and partners to contribute to the application. 

The Irish co-lead is additionally responsible for drawing up a specific programme of work, with detail of milestones and deliverables, associated with the Irish team’s proposed contribution to the joint project, and which is submitted as part of the joint application to UKRI. This work programme must be clearly costed in the Irish budget submission.

Only the UK co-lead needs to register with the Funding Service directly. Project co-leads (both UK and Irish) will receive an email notification when the UK co-lead has entered their details into the system. This email will guide individuals to create an account on the Funding Service by verifying their details. This will allow them to view and read the application.

Please note that for administrative purposes, all named researchers from the Irish team must be listed as ‘project co-lead (international)’.

In the preparation of a joint application, please note the following: 


· A maximum request of €35,000 direct costs for durations of 12 months will apply to the total Irish budget. An additional contribution to overhead costs (at 30%) will also be made, as detailed in Section 5 below.  

· A letter of endorsement is required from the Irish co-lead’s host Eligible Research Body.

· A letter of support must be provided from each project partner included in the application. This should be submitted as part of the ‘Project partners (UK & Ireland): letters (or emails) of support’ in the TFS.


· The resources and cost justification in the UKRI application form must include the costs requested by the Irish co-lead, making sure that it is clear which costs will be funded by Research Ireland, and which costs will be funded by AHRC if the application is successful. 

· The AHRC-Research Ireland Application Cover Sheet and associated documents described below must be included with the Funding Service submission as a single PDF attachment. This document should be submitted as an attachment (this is not used in the peer review process). 

· Please note that all proposal documentation will be shared with Research Ireland, including reviewers’ comments.


3. [bookmark: _Toc222144753]Research Ireland Additional Documentation

As part of the joint proposal to the AHRC Standard Grants Scheme, the Irish co-lead is required to submit the following documentation, using templates where provided on the call webpage, and adhering to the guidance given below. 


1. AHRC-Research Ireland Application Cover Sheet (For template see download section of call webpage)
2. AHRC-Research Ireland Budget Form (For template see download section of call webpage)
3. AHRC-Research Ireland Gender/Sex Dimension Declaration (For template see download section of call webpage)
4. Detailed budget justification for the Irish budget (No template – see guidance Section 5). 
To be completed in addition to the resources and cost justification section of the TFS application.
5. Letter of Endorsement from Irish co-lead’s Eligible Research Body (No template – see guidance Section 4.2)


These documents should be merged into a single PDF and uploaded as an attachment to TFS by the UK co-lead. Completion and submission of this signed cover sheet constitutes agreement to Research Ireland’s Terms and Conditions of Research Grants.  

The Irish Co-Lead must submit a PDF copy of the single PDF submitted through TFS to creative.economies@researchireland.ie by 24 March 2026 at 4:00pm UK time. 

Files must be named as follows: 

IrishPI’sLASTname(IrishERB)_UKinstitution_FileNAME 
(Example: Murphy(DCU)_LSE_Research_Ireland_Full_Proposal)



4. [bookmark: _Toc1719545335][bookmark: _Toc30105104][bookmark: _Toc1586677237][bookmark: _Toc1447553476][bookmark: _Toc222144754]Eligibility Criteria for Irish Co-Lead

[bookmark: _Toc208846239][bookmark: _Toc208846259][bookmark: _Toc209453129]On 25 September 2024, the Taighde Éireann-Research Ireland Board approved an interim Eligible Research Body Policy for the agency. The policy is guided by the Research & Innovation Act 2024, which provides for the establishment and functions of Research Ireland. Although the Act refers to the Eligible Research Body as ‘the applicant’, for the purpose of this call, the applicant will be deemed to be the individual submitting an application on behalf of the Eligible Research Body.

Applicants must hold a doctoral degree at the time of application submission.
[bookmark: _Toc222144755]4.1 Employment Status 
The UK-Ireland collaboration in the Creative Economy - Research Networking Awards is open to independent investigators only. Applicants will be expected to hold (or be guaranteed) a minimum 50% Full Time Equivalent contract with the host Research Body. Please see the Who Can Apply Policy for more information. 

Because they are not considered to be independent investigators at the time of application Postdoctoral Researchers are not eligible to apply to the UK-Ireland collaboration in the Creative Economy - Research Networking Awards call even if their host research body agrees that an academic staff member position will be provided to the applicant in the event of the application being funded. 

For applicants, the following employment status criteria applies: 

The Irish Co-Lead must be a member of academic staff in a Research Ireland Eligible Research Body, and hold either a permanent contract or a contract that covers the period of the grant, 


or 

An independent contract researcher with a signed contract in place on the date of proposal submission to Research Ireland. This contract must cover the period of the grant, and the contract researcher must be recognised by the Research Body as an independent investigator and have an independent office and (if applicable) research space at the host Research Body for which the researcher will be fully responsible for at least the duration of the grant. 






[bookmark: _Toc222144756]4.2 Host Research Body Letter of Endorsement (up to two sides of A4) 

A letter of endorsement from the host Eligible Research Body of the Irish co-lead must be submitted as a letter of support in the project partner section of the application. This letter, which should be no more than two sides of A4, serves as the Research Body’s endorsement of the eligibility of the applicant (as defined in Section 4.1) as well as approval of the budget requested and the infrastructure to be provided by the Research Body. It is a formal dated letter on headed paper and is signed by an authorised institutional representative and must include the following declaration: 

[Research Body name], which is the host Research Body of [Applicant], confirms its association and support of the application entitled [Application title] and endorses that the Applicant meets the eligibility criteria of the UK-Ireland Collaboration in the Creative Economy - Research Networking Awards.

In order to confirm the required eligibility criteria, please use the table provided below. This table must be included in the letter of support from the host Research body. Applications will be made ineligible if this is not provided.

	Applicant Eligibility Criteria 
	Response (to be filled out by research body)

	What is the Applicant’s job title? 
	

	Does the Applicant have a permanent contract? (Yes/No)
	

	If ‘No’, please provide the Applicant’s current contract start and end dates
	

	Does this contract cover the duration of the proposed research programme? (Yes/No)
	

	Is the Applicant recognised as an independent researcher? (Yes/No)
	

	What year did the Applicant obtain their PhD?
	

	Does the Applicant hold a joint appointment with any other research-performing organisation, or have a non-full time contract position with the host research body? (Yes/No)
	

	If ‘Yes’, please describe the Applicant’s contract details and/or joint appointments (including FTE where relevant).
	




5. [bookmark: _Toc222144757]Budget for Research Ireland

Grants are not intended to substitute or augment funds available under national and international programmatic research actions. 

[bookmark: _Hlk133245926]Only eligible direct costs as set out in the budget template and justification will be considered. All costs sought must be sufficiently detailed and justified in the proposed budget and must align with the milestones and deliverables in the work programme for the Irish Co-lead as set out in the application form submitted to UKRI. Value for money is a criterion in the assessment process. All expenses must be incurred within the lifetime of the project. Please refer to the Research Ireland Interim Grant Budget Policy and the guidance provided below: 

Applicants must include the total direct costs for the Irish component of the research programme in the project-partner contributions section of the application. A corresponding description must be included in the resources and cost justification section as part of the joint application. In addition, the Irish co-lead is requested to 
submit a detailed budget using the Research Ireland consolidated budget form (available on the call webpage) as well as a detailed budget justification (up to two sides of A4) which clearly explains the request for each item listed in the budget and is linked to the planned research programme. A maximum request of €35,000 in direct costs for the duration of 12 months will apply to the Irish budget. 

The costs eligible for grant support by Research Ireland under the AHRC-Research Ireland Partnership are those costs which can, uniquely and unambiguously, be identified with the Irish component of the proposed research project. The Irish co-lead must give details of all relevant costs, including staff, equipment, materials and travel. Items of equipment costing over €10,000 are not eligible. Contributions to the salary of the applicant are not eligible costs. Research Ireland will provide contributions to fund the salaries of team members according to the guidelines set out in the interim Grants Budget Policy (4.1.2 Overview of Team Member). Please note that PhD studentships are not eligible costs under this scheme. 

Ensure that the final total provided includes all costs requested from Research Ireland. All awards are made directly to the designated lead institution for the Irish co-lead.  

Direct costs only should be included in the requested Research Ireland budget. In addition to direct costs, Research Ireland also makes an indirect or overhead contribution to the host Research Body, which is reflected as a percentage of the direct costs (excluding equipment). Overheads are payable as a contribution to the Research Body for the indirect costs of hosting Research Ireland-funded research programmes. 


Activities connected to existing networks and infrastructure are also eligible under this funding scheme, provided the activities are focusing on a new area of UK-Irish collaboration. €2000 should be costed into each national component to attend a programme workshop to be organised by AHRC & Research Ireland in summer 2027 (location and date to be agreed once projects start).

Teaching buyout/teaching replacement costs for the Irish-lead PI (but not other team members) are an eligible direct cost and may be pro rata. These are used to alleviate the Irish-lead PI’s commitments and to facilitate their participation as PI. Costs may be requested to facilitate the reallocation of existing commitments of the Irish-lead PI in order that they can devote appropriate time and effort to successfully completing the award. A value equal to point 1 on the Research Ireland salary scale for Postdoctoral Researchers may be charged to the project to facilitate the Irish PI’s leadership of the project. As part of the reporting requirements, the Irish-lead PI will be required to report on how the replacement costs have been allocated. 

Recruitment of staff must be done openly, through public advertisement. Institutional rates should be used for all staff costs sought. The salary requested must include provisions for PRSI, and Employer Pension Contribution, if applicable. PhD stipends are not an eligible cost. 

Please note: Irish-lead PI salary is not an eligible cost, and salary costs are not eligible for partners based outside of the Irish-lead PI’s Eligible Research Body.








[bookmark: _Ref535852717][bookmark: _Toc203389408][bookmark: _Toc222144758]6. Research Ireland Policies and Positions

In addition to complying with the General Terms and Conditions, applicants are expected to be familiar and consult with Research Ireland policies/positions and with all relevant national policies when preparing their application to any Research Ireland programme call. All Irish team members involved in the funded programme of research should be apprised of the following non-exhaustive list of relevant policies. Please note that some policies are being updated to reflect the expanded remit of Research Ireland and in the interim, the existing polices of the legacy agencies should be followed:

· Animal Usage
· Research Integrity
· Maternity, Paternity, and Adoptive leave Policy 
· Appeals Process
· Child Protection
· Data Protection Policy
· Open Research
· Data Management
· Grant Budget Policy
· Disability Policy 
[bookmark: _Toc212717254][bookmark: _Toc212719051][bookmark: _Toc212721588][bookmark: _Toc203038819][bookmark: _Toc203389409]
6. [bookmark: _Toc221889255][bookmark: _Toc221889268][bookmark: _Toc222132503][bookmark: _Toc222132627][bookmark: _Toc222144398][bookmark: _Toc222144759]
6.1 [bookmark: _Toc221889256][bookmark: _Toc221889269][bookmark: _Toc222132504][bookmark: _Toc222132628][bookmark: _Toc222144399][bookmark: _Toc222144760]
6.1 [bookmark: _Toc222144761]State Aid and Research Ireland Grant Funding
As per Research Ireland’s Grant Conditions (inclusive of Research Ireland’s General Terms and Conditions,[footnoteRef:1] Letters of Offer and Research Ireland policy documents[footnoteRef:2]), all Research Ireland funding granted is subject to, and must be compliant with, State aid legislation based on Article 107(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU).[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Research Ireland Grant Terms and Conditions - Research Ireland]  [2:   https://www.researchireland.ie/about/policies/state-aid/ ]  [3:  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52016XC0719(05)&from=EN] 


Namely, research activities undertaken as part of a grant awarded by Research Ireland under the UK-Ireland Collaboration in the Creative Economy - Research Networking Awards and agreed to subject to Research Ireland’s General Terms and Conditions, must be “non-economic” in nature and designed to ensure that any funding received does not, directly or indirectly, give rise to the granting of State aid. 

Where an application for funding involves an “ undertaking”[footnoteRef:4] or industry party, recipients of Research Ireland grant funding under the UK-Ireland Collaboration in the Creative Economy - Research Networking Awards Programme are required to demonstrate compliance with the conditions of “effective collaboration” and that the conditions relating to the allocation between the parties of the results and/or intellectual property rights arising from the collaboration comply with one of the conditions set out in paragraphs 29 and 30 (as appropriate) of the 2022 Framework for State aid for research, development and innovation (2022/C 414/01) (the “Framework”).[footnoteRef:5]   [4:  The concept of an “undertaking” under EU competition law rules is an entity that is engaged in an “economic activity” regardless of its legal status or the way that it is financed. An activity is economic in nature when it involves offering goods or services on a market.]  [5:  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2022.414.01.0001.01.ENG] 


Research Ireland has set out guidance to support how the programme of research or project is developed and undertaken in accordance with these conditions. See ‘Guidance on State aid for applicants to, and recipients of, Research Ireland Grant funding' for further information.[footnoteRef:6]  To support compliance with “effective collaboration”, Applicants must complete and return an “Industry Collaboration Form” (ICF) to Research Ireland on or before the date that the Collaborative Research (or Intellectual Property Rights) Agreement (CRA) has been ‘agreed’ with, or signed by, the relevant (industry) partner(s). The ICF should be used by Applicants to assist in defining the relationship with the industry partner(s). Further, a copy of each CRA arising from the grant must be held on file by the relevant Research Body. Research Ireland may request a copy of the signed CRA to be provided (as advised in the General Terms and Conditions) to beheld on file by Research Ireland for audit purposes. The ICF and related guidance, inclusive of an FAQ document, can be found on the Research Ireland website.[footnoteRef:7] Applicants are advised to seek independent legal advice in advance of applying to Research Ireland for funding where further clarification is sought. [6:  State Aid – Research Ireland]  [7:  State Aid – Research Ireland] 


Please note: As the term “effective collaboration” is not explicitly used in the  UK Subsidy Control Act 2022, in an Industry Collaboration Form (ICF) involving UK grant holders we will use the term ‘No Subsidy.’[footnoteRef:8] This is relevant for recipients of grant funding from Research Ireland who engage in a collaborative project with a UK (AHRC) funded grant recipient, under this programme, and a UK-based industry partner[footnoteRef:9] or enterprise.[footnoteRef:10] For such projects an ICF must be completed to demonstrate that the project complies with section 29 & 30 of the R&D&I Framework and section 15.35 of the UK Statutory Guidance for the United Kingdom Subsidy Control Regime[footnoteRef:11] in order to ensure that the project does not, directly or indirectly, give rise to the granting of State aid or a Subsidy and therefore is classified  as “No State aid” or ‘No Subsidy’ respectively.     [8:  Grant holders will evidence compliance with sections 29&30 of the EU R&D&I Framework with section 15.35 of the UK Statutory Guidance  through completion of the Research Ireland AHRC Creative Economy Awards ICF (provided by Research Ireland).]  [9:  An industry partner is commonly referred to under EU law as an “undertaking”.  The concept of an “undertaking” under EU competition rules is an entity that is engaged in an “economic activity” (offering a good or service on a market) regardless of its legal status or the way that it is financed.]  [10:  An enterprise is defined in the Subsidy Control Act 2022 as (subject to subsections (2) and (3)) (a)a person who is engaged in an economic activity that entails offering goods or services on a market, to the extent that the person is engaged in such an activity, or (b)a group of persons under common ownership or common control which is engaged in an economic activity that entails offering goods or services on a market, to the extent that the group is engaged in such an activity, within this document industry partner has the same meaning as an enterprise.]  [11:  A project will be considered ‘No Subsidy’ as per the UK Subsidy Control Act 2022 if it complies with section 15.35 of the Statutory Guidance for the United Kingdom Subsidy Control Regime (the “UK Statutory Guidance”) which reads: Scientific research carried out by a non-profit research organisation will often be carried out as a non-economic activity and therefore may receive financial assistance without it constituting a subsidy. Non-economic scientific research may be carried out in collaboration with commercial organisations, as long as the commercial organisation does not receive a specific benefit from the financial assistance given to the research organisation. This would be the case, for example, where the commercial organisation pays the full cost of the project; or where results that do not give rise to intellectual property rights may be widely disseminated and where any intellectual property rights arising from the project are allocated to the organisations involved in a manner which reflects their contributions (i.e. intellectual property rights resulting from the activities of the research organisation are fully allocated to it). The commercial organisation is also unlikely to benefit if the research organisation*
* If the commercial organisation does receive a benefit then the non-profit research organisation may be an intermediary of a subsidy
12 SFI’s external Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) Strategy 2023-2028] 




6.2 [bookmark: _Toc203389410][bookmark: _Toc222144762]Research Ireland’s External Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) Strategy 2023-2028

Research Ireland is committed to building equality, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) within the Irish research and innovation sector. The Agency recognises that excellent research stems from diverse and inclusive teams, which reflect our society and the communities we serve. As such, Research Ireland aspires to proactively lead in driving the EDI agenda forward through the research and research teams that it funds.

[bookmark: _Ref203041634]In Research Ireland’s External Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) Strategy 2023-2028,[footnoteRef:12] increasing the number of women and members of Historically Underserved Communities[footnoteRef:13] in Applicant Teams are key objectives. As such, women and members of Historically Underserved Communities are strongly encouraged to apply to this programme. Further details on application submission and success rates by gender (binary) can be found for historic programmes on the Research Ireland[footnoteRef:14] website. [12: ]  [13:  For the purposes of this Strategy, Historically Underserved Community encompasses a broad and diverse range of historically marginalised groups including but not limited to the nine protected grounds established in the Equal Status Acts 2000-2018 and socioeconomic status.   ]  [14:  https://www.sfi.ie/funding/sfi-policies-and-guidance/gender/] 


Furthermore, as part of its EDI Strategy, Research Ireland also aims to increase awareness of the sex and gender dimension in research, by requesting that researchers demonstrate that they have considered any potential biological sex and/or socio-cultural gender aspects in their proposed research activities.

6.3 [bookmark: _Toc203389411][bookmark: _Toc222144763]Declaration of Research Assessment (DORA) Principles
Research Ireland is a signatory of the San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA)[footnoteRef:15]. Research Ireland has reinforced its commitment to the core principles by joining DORA as a member.[footnoteRef:16] To this end, all types of research output are recognised, and Research Ireland is committed to assessing the quality and impact of research through means other than journal-based indicators/metrics and research performance-based indicators/metrics such as impact factors and the H-index. In the spirit of supporting open research and as a signatory to Ireland’s National Action Plan for Open Research 2022-2030[footnoteRef:17] and a signatory of Plan S,[footnoteRef:18] Research Ireland will also consider a commitment to making data and other types of research open and accessible. To complement these activities and further reinforce Research Ireland’s commitment to the overarching objectives of the Narrative CV, Research Ireland is a signatory to the Agreement on Reforming Research Assessment[footnoteRef:19] and is a member of the Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment (CoARA).[footnoteRef:20] [15:  https://sfdora.org/read/ ]  [16:  Contributor level membership]  [17: 17 National Action Plan | National Open Research Forum (norf.ie)]  [18:  https://www.coalition-s.org/ ]  [19:  https://coara.eu/app/uploads/2022/09/2022_07_19_rra_agreement_final.pdf]  [20:  https://coara.eu/] 


As noted, Research Ireland’s policies are under development and will be added to the Research Ireland website once finalised. For information on other policies:

Visit https://www.sfi.ie/funding/sfi-policies-and-guidance/ for information relating to Science Foundation Ireland (SFI). Visit https://research.ie/about-us/policies/ for information relating to the Irish Research Council (IRC).

For any questions concerning Research Ireland, SFI or IRC policies, please contact by email at researchpolicy@researchireland.ie.
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